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WHY AM I HERE?
Chris Hart, Mayor
At our recent City Staff Christmas party I was
talking with Mike Rodriguez our Zoning Administrator and his wife Karen about how we
ended up in Ivins. Our stories were strikingly
similar and not unique by any means. My introduction to Ivins City occurred in 1997 when
with a real estate broker looking for development property in the County we left the Winchester Hills area after looking at numerous
other possibilities elsewhere and drove down
Snow Canyon into Ivins. Snow Canyon was one
of the most spectacular places I’d ever seen and
as we exited into Ivins City I was awestruck by
its natural beauty. I told the broker without hesitation that this was where I wanted to live and
build homes suggesting that it would be like
living in a National Park. We had to wait a
while before development parcels became available but when they did we acted immediately
and have spent the last twenty years building in
the vicinity of awe inspiring Snow Canyon.
While developing our Copper Canyon project
our sales office was located near Red Mountain
Resort and routinely their patrons would stop by
on their morning walks to ask about the area.
Nearly always they had just come out for a few
days to rejuvenate and were surprised by their
attraction to the City. Having had little or no
interest in relocating or acquiring a second
home before coming they found themselves
mesmerized by the red cliffs and it wasn’t unusual for them to buy a lot or home on the spot.
Since then I’ve spoken with numerous residents
who’ve had similar experiences. Each story was
unique but in nearly every case we found ourselves drawn to this community after recognizing that it was an extraordinary special place
and the right one for us.
Even the stories of how Tuacahn came to be,
how the Southern Utah Veterans Home and
Rocky Vista University chose to locate here are
most interesting. Orval Hafen who owned the
land where Tuacahn is now located wrote in his
journal that he envisioned an amphitheater being built there to which people from all over the
world would come. Thanks to Hyrum & Gail
Smith and a host of others that vision has been
fulfilled! And I will never forget the day the
Site Selection Committee for the Southern Utah
Veterans Home met me on 200 East in the field
where the Home is now located. Roughly twenty representatives from State and local Veterans

JANUARY 2019

organizations arrived having already looked at
several other possible sites around the County.
When given a moment to address them I simply
pointed to the Big Red Mountain behind me and
said “Can you imagine a more beautiful, peaceful and serene place for our beloved Veterans to
come and enjoy the last few months or years of
their lives?” They couldn’t!
Rocky Vista University College of Osteopathic
Medicine had been exploring possible locations
for their Utah campus for several years. Beginning in Utah County they then migrated to Cedar City and eventually to St. George where
they were about to sign an agreement to locate
on the old airport site now known as Tech
Ridge when the wife of their local representative attorney Tim Anderson suggested that they
ought to at least look at the site in Ivins before
sealing the deal. On a Sunday afternoon they
drove to the corner of 200 East and Center
Street and realized that as unlikely as it seemed
this was a great location for the school. After all
Ivins is the postcard for “rocky vistas” right? It
wasn’t long before the owner, the Dean, other
high level administrative executives and the
architect came to check it out and that was all it
took. Where else could they go? This was the
right place!
So what about you? What’s your story? How
did you end up here? As Mike, Karen and I
talked we concluded that it would be fun and
interesting to create an online book that every
interested resident could contribute a page to
explaining how you ended up here. Checking
with Staff we can create that book on our web
site so I invite you to do precisely that. Whether
you’ve been here your entire life or just a few
months, be you a med student, resident of the
Veterans Home or a household name in the
community we hope you’ll tell your story for
the rest of us to enjoy. Please submit your one
page or less contribution to jchapman@ivins.
com. We look forward to it.
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Justice Court
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Website: www.ivins.com
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JANUARY AGENDA ITEMS

The following are some of the topics that may be discussed at the
January Planning Commission and City Council meetings. This is not a complete list and the complete agendas will be posted on the website
www.ivins.com 5 to 7 days prior to the meetings. Agendas may be amended
up to 24 hours prior to a meeting. Check the website the day before the
scheduled meeting for the final agenda items to be discussed. If you have
questions regarding any of the agenda items, please call or e-mail Mike Rodriguez at 435-634-9753 or
mrodriguez@ivins.com for Planning Commission questions or Kari Jimenez
for City Council questions: 435-628-0606 ext. 705 or kjimenez@ivins.com.
Planning Commission January 15, 2019
• Continue discussion & consideration of proposed Zoning Text Amendments to Chapters 7 and 8 of the Zoning
Ordinance regarding districts and overlays.
• Continue discussion regarding relevant portions of Chapter 12 of the Zoning Ordinance dealing with Accessory
Dwelling Units.
City Council January 3, 2019
• Public hearings, discussion & consideration of approval of the disposition of two small parcels (.03 acres & .16
acres) of city property.
• Discuss & consider approval of Amendment to Sentierre Development Agreement.
• Discuss & consider whether approximately 15.5 acre parcel of city property should be listed with a realtor.
• Discuss & consider approval of Ordinance amending Kelvin standard for outdoor lighting.
• Discuss & consider Arts Commission recommendation for city entrance signs.
• Discuss & consider distribution of uncommitted Arts RAP Tax Funds.
• Discuss & consider electing a Mayor Pro Tem for the 2019 calendar year.
• Resolution 2019-01R appointing a representative to the Southwest Mosquito Abatement District Board of Directors.
City Council January 17, 2019
• Open Meetings Training
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Vista School

Mr. Gibbs, Principal
This month Vista School will send students to MathCounts competitions at several local schools, as well as Robotics
teams to competition in Lehi. Our choir students will participate with a school district middle school honor choir and
travel to Salt Lake City to work with a renowned choir director. Budding scientists will present their projects at the Science Fair. You are invited to join us for Literacy Night on Thurs Feb 7 to enjoy listening to stories, playing literacy
games, and participating in a book giveaway. With a focus on Academics, Arts, and Technology, there is always a lot
going on at Vista School!

Red Mountain Elementary
Jenny Leavitt, Principal

December at RMES was filled with some great activities and learning. We would like to thank Rocky Vista University
students, staff, and faculty for donating over 100 pairs of shoes to some of our students and their families.
We had several student teams participate in the DSU code camp. In the Rookie Day Division we had 3 groups place in
1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. In the Rookie Starter Kit Division we had a group of 4 girls take 1st place. The girls presented
their game at the Silicon Slopes St. George Chapter luncheon in December. Our Lego League will be competing on
January 5th at Dixie State University.
Our Hour of Code Family Night was a success as families created Minecraft and Frozen codes, made binary bracelets,
used an Osmobot, and created dance codes. We appreciate everyone who came out to support the evening.
We look forward to having 30 of our 5th grade students start their partnership with Rocky Vista University in the Young
Doctors’ Club in January. Students will learn about various specialties and will prepare presentations on one specific
specialty. This will be our second year participating in this program.
Upcoming events:
January 3 - Students first day back from Christmas Break
January 9 - Community Council Meeting at 1:15 p.m.
January 10 - PTO Meeting at 9:15 a.m.
January 21 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - No School
January 26 - Family Day of Service 10:00 - 12:00 a.m.

Construction Update

Tom Jorgensen - Assist. Public Works Director of Administration
Fire Lake Park: The park is open with many improvements complete. Some of the recently completed items include a boundary wall, picnic pads, and some other minor improvements. Items yet to be completed include landscaping and permanent bathrooms. Construction on the bathrooms is anticipated to begin in January with landscaping possibly following sometime in the spring.
Ivins Debris Basins 1-6: The debris basins located along the base of the Red Mountain
are currently not meeting the NRCS and Utah Dam Safety regulations and current engineering standards for a high hazard class dam. Ivins City has selected a contractor and work will begin the first week
of January. Construction will likely go through April. The project will represent very little disruption unless you have a
home immediately adjacent to the dams or if you frequently walk on the Toe Trail. Understand that the trails will likely
be closed the duration of the project.
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Benny Sorensen, Parks and Recreation Director
By Benny Sorensen and Sarah Nash
Happy New Year from the Ivins Parks & Recreation Department!
Ivins Soccer Association – 2019 Youth Soccer for all youth ages 3 1/2 to 16

Online registration for the Spring 2019 season will open January 1st, 2019 at www.ivinssoccer.com.
In person registration can be done on the following days in January:
Monday, January 14 - 7:00 - 8:30 pm
Monday, January 21 - 7:00 - 8:30pm
Monday, January 28 - 7:00 - 8:30pm
Registration will be held in the Recreation Building (behind the tennis courts) at Unity Park. We will have
SAMPLE UNIFORM SIZES available at each in person registration.

Kids Holiday Hike
A big thanks to all those who participated in our Kids Holiday Hike! We had a perfect bright, sunny day as we
walked from UNITY park to the Anazasi Petroglyphs. We explored all over while learning a lot about the petroglyphs and formation of the area!

Santa Visit for Kindergarteners
Ivins City had a special visitor! Santa Claus and his magic elves came by to
visit the kindergarten classes before Christmas break. His elf helper read us
a story, we sang Christmas carols and enjoyed cookies and hot chocolate.
Thanks for making Ivins a stop from the North Pole, Santa!

Sand Hollow Aquatic Center
Ivins City has an inter-local agreement with the City of St. George
that allows Ivins residents to use the Sand Hollow Aquatic Center
for the resident rate. This is a great facility that offers year-round
water fun and fitness. There is a leisure pool for fun and a lap pool
for fitness, they offer swimming lessons and a variety of special
events throughout the year. Sand Hollow Aquatic Center is a wonderful facility and we encourage you to take advantage of the opportunity to use it! 1144 Lava Flow Drive, St. George - 435-6345938.
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FITNESS PROGRAMS
FITNESS CLASSES (UNITY Park Recreation Room
approx. 400 S 300 W) Register online at
www.ivins.com or 55 N Main (City Hall)

Gentle Yoga
Tuesdays 8:00 to 9:00 a.m.
Thursdays 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Single Class - $6.00
4 Classes - $23.00
8 Classes - $40.00
Taught by Kim Nally

Tai Chi for Rehabilitation - (NEW CLASS)
Wednesdays 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Single Class - $10.00
6 Classes - $50.00

Tai Chi for Rehabilitation is an easy to learn exercise routine. It was developed by Dr. Paul Lam, a family physician
and the founder of Tai Chi for Health. This program is not
just about rehabilitation, but also regeneration and wellness. Tai chi practice helps improve balance, increases
stamina, flexibility and improves posture.

What to Bring:
Comfortable clothing, flat supportive shoes suitable for exercising, water and a positive attitude! Class is 1 hour long
and includes a warm up and cool down.
Taught By Laura Erdmann who is a Utah licensed Physical
Therapy Assistant (PTA), Certified Tai Chi Instructor and
meditation teacher with over 30 years of experience in the
healing arts. For more information, please visit TCHI.org or
email Laura at Ivinshealer@tdsmail.com .

Zumba (NEW CLASS)

Tuesdays 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
$4 for a single class
$15 for 4 classes
$30 for 8 classes
Join us for Zumba! Zumba is a fun and great way to get in
shape. Join us as we dance to the rhythm of pop remix
music. It’s an easy-to-follow, calorie burning dance fitness
party! Bring a friend and come on over!
Taught by Zumba loving Elizabeth Hernandez

DOeS YOuR FamILY HaVe an
emeRGenCY FIRe PLan?
Follow these steps to craft an exit strategy that gets your family
out of the house as safely and quickly as possible.
1. Walk through your home together and identify all windows
and doors. Find at least two exits in each room.
2. Store a collapsible escape ladder near a window in each
upstairs room. Every family member should regularly
practice setting up the ladder from a first-floor window to
ensure he or she can do it.
3. Make sure all doors and windows can be opened easily, and all adults know how to operate the emergency release devices on window guards in upstairs rooms.
4. Draw a floor plan of your home, marking all doors, windows, and stairwells. Use the diagram to show your children how to escape in case you aren’t able to help them.
5. Establish an outside meeting place, such as the mailbox, a light pole, or a neighbor ’s
porch.
6. If your family lives in an apartment or multi-unit building, review the building’s evacuation
plan. Teach your children always to take the stairs if there’s a fire.
7. Demonstrate how to stay low to the ground (by rolling or army crawling) when moving
through smoke.
8. Make sure your kids know never to re-enter a room or the house to find a person or a pet.
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Red Mountain Dams Rehabilitation Work to Commence
Charles Gillette P.E., Public Works Director/City Engineer
Ivins City has hired a contractor, Whitaker Construction, to begin work
on rehabilitation of the six flood control dams that circle the Red
Mountain. Over the years, we have seen some severe flooding in Ivins
due to some big whopper storm events. Believe it or not, the flooding
could have been much worse were it not for some long sighted vision
by old time Ivins City officials who secured federal funding 41 years
ago to construct six dam embankments. These facilities are critical to
mitigating flooding in Ivins City.
The dams are 10 to 30 feet tall and extend 2 miles around the base of
the Red Mountain. At the time they were constructed, they were protecting mostly farm lands, but now these 6 dams protect residents and
homes. This rehabilitation is needed to make the dams safe for many
years to come.
The rehabilitation work comprises of several activities as follows:
•

Emergency spillways will be improved as follows:


Dam #1: Existing spillway will be regraded and leveled.



Dam #2: Existing spillway on north end will be regraded and leveled, and an additional spillway will be added to south end to flow into Dam #3.



Dam #3: The existing spillway will be filled in and a new spillway will be constructed that flows into Dam #4.



Dam #4: The existing spillway will be filled in and a new concrete spillway will be constructed that would
discharge overflows into 200 West Street.



Dam #5: Will be regraded and leveled.



Dam #6: The existing spillway on the west end will be replaced with concrete labyrinth weir structure.

•

Old cages around the existing intake towers will be removed and replaced.

•

Armor with rock the back side of the detention basins to prevent erosion acceleration.

•

Regrade the crest of the dams to bring back to level and add 6-inches of roadbase to top of dams for improved
stability. Dam crests will be sloped towards the detention basins.

•

Remove any vegetation taller than 30-inches from the dams that might form a tap root into the dam embankment. (Most of this work has been completed but there may be some additional plant removals.)

•

Remove accumulated sediment if not already removed. (Most of the 41 years of accumulated sediment has already been removed, however, some additional sediment needs to be removed Dam #1 and Dam #2 and possibly some more out of Dam #6.)

For most residents, this project will represent very little disruption unless you have a home immediately adjacent to the
dams. However, if you frequently walk on the Toe Trail, as many do, please understand that the trail and associated
trailheads will be closed for the duration of the construction. For your safety and that of construction crews please respect these closures.
The project remains sensitive to the fact that the work must be completed in a sensitive tortoise habitat. Therefore the
project must be completed now during the winter months, while the tortoises are hibernating. Other precautions are
being taken to reduce the impact on the tortoise population. The City is working with Utah State Parks, Red Cliff Desert
Reserve, US Fish and Wildlife and the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources and following recommendations.
The $1.6 million project is funded 65 percent by the National Resource Conservation Service and 31.5 percent by the
State of Utah. All remaining funding is being provided by Ivins City.
A public information open house is planned to be held on the evening on January 2, 2019 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. If you are
interested in more details please plan on attending.
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Neighborhood Meetings
Dale Coulam, City Manager

Tuesday, January 22, 2019
Neighborhood 1: 200 East to the East boundary
Wednesday, January 23, 2019
Neighborhood 2: 200 East to 400 West
Thursday, January 24, 2019
Neighborhood 3: 400 West to the West boundary
All meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. and are held at Ivins City Hall at 55 N Main.
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Upcoming
Dumpster Date
Saturday,
January 12th
Dumpsters are located just
east of the cemetery at the top
of 100 W. They are available
on a first come first serve basis beginning at 8 a.m. and
close by 3 p.m. or once full.

BLUCAN
Recycling Mondays

GREETINGS FROM THE IVINS ANIMAL SHELTER
ADOPTION CENTER
Bailee Sleppy, Ivins Animal Shelter Manager

Where to Meet the Pets:
Ivins Animal Shelter and Adoption
Center
474 North 200 West, Ivins, Utah
Phone: 435-628-1049
Hours: Monday - Saturday, 10 a.m. to 3
p.m.

GREETINGS FROM INKAS
(IVINS NO KILL ANIMAL

January 7
January 21
For more information go to
blucan.org

Pollution Prevention
Hotline:
(435) 627-4020

Many of us mow our lawns
and we always want things to
look neat and clean. When
As 2019 unfolds, INKAS hopes everyone had a
you cut your grass, don’t leave
joyful holiday season. We believe INKAS was
particularly fortunate in December as we were
the clippings out in the street
able to participate in the true meaning of the seato be “washed down the drain”
son by helping a “wish” come true for another
as it does not go to a treatWashington County animal advocate nonment
plant. Please keep the
profit. Because of the ongoing generosity of our
clippings
out of the storm
donors when INKAS received a request from an
animal rescue organization to help them as they
drain by having the mower
are upgrading and improving their dog rescue arblow the clippings up onto the
ea, we were able to respond. Not only did INKAS buy new kennels but we were able to
lawn. Use a broom, rake or
purchase all that were needed. It is the strong support of our community that continleaf blower if necessary to
ues to enable INKAS to make “wishes come true.” Happy New Year to all from INKAS
clean the street after mowing.
and we wish you a healthy and happy year filled with special times spent alongside
your “four-legged” family members.
Remember Only Rain In The
Drain!! Brought to you by the
Lois Hewitt: President. 435-414-4802
Dixie Clean Storm Water
Sara Dupre: Secretary. 206-724-5902
Coalition.
INKAS4pets.org
For more information go to
Please visit our website to read INKAS accomplishments! Please remember the pets
www.sgcity.org/stormwater/
waiting for adoptions or fostering at the Ivins City Animal Shelter. 435-628-1049. INKAS is a 501(c) 3 organization and is a Registered Utah Charity.
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EXPLORE THE ARTS IN IVINS
JANUARY EVENTS
Kayenta Arts Foundation Events
For information and tickets: kayentaarts.com or 435-674-2787
Movie Night at Kayenta—January 7 at 7:00 p.m. Donation
The New Fangled Four: Barbershop Quartet—January 19 at 7:00 p.m. $30
Jake’s Women: Neil Simon plan—January 23, 24,25, 26 at 7:00 p.m. and January 26 at 2:00 p.m.
$30
Voyageur Lecture Series with Ron Smith: Kilauea—January 29 at 7:00 p.m. $15
Movie Night at Kayenta—February 4 at 7:00 p.m. Donation
Tom Russell, Cowboy Poet Singer and Artist—February 9 at 7:00 p.m. $30
Broadway’s John Smitherman & Friends-February 15, 16, 17 at 7:00 p.m. $30
Rosin: Cello Duo Daniel Gaisford & Jessika Soli—February 23 at 7:00 p.m. $30
Coyote Tales, Theme Frenemies—March 1 at 7:00 p.m. $20
3hattrio, American Desert folk Music—February 2 at 7:30 p.m. $25
Sylvia, a Play by A. R. Gurney— March 7-17 (Check website for specific dates and times) $30
Voyageur Lecture Series with Ron Smith: Tasmanian Tiger—March 19 at 7:00 p.m. $15
Extasis, Professional Tango Trio—March 22 at 7:00 p.m. $30
Cosmopolitan Baroque, Ka-Wai Yu & Company—March 29 at 7:00 p.m. $30

Tuacahn Amphitheater Events
For information and tickets: tuacahn.org or 435-652-3300
No public events January or February
British Rock Royalty—March 15 at 7:30pm. Tickets start at $15
Steep Canyon Rangers—March 16 at 7:30pm. Tickets start at $15
Ryan Hamilton—March 22 at 7:30pm. Tickets start at $15

Schools and nonprofit organizations in Ivins with events open to the public
may be listed on this page at the Arts Commission’s discretion
Contact the Ivins Arts Commission at
IvinsArtsCommission@gmail.com

