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100 YEARS OLD 
Chris Hart, Mayor 
 

Ivins Reservoir turns 100 
this year. Not only is it 
the oldest reservoir in 
Washington County but 
at least one prominent local historian believes 
it is the only ñoff streamò reservoir still in use 
in the Western United States. The story of its 
planning and construction as part of the irriga-
tion project that brought water from Gunlock 
to the Santa Clara Bench is a big part of our 
history. Most of our founding families at great 
sacrifice worked on the canal that supplied the 
reservoir in exchange for an acre of ground in 
the newly created Township that later became 
Ivins. 
 
We're planning a birthday party as part of our 
Heritage Days celebration the second week in 
September that we hope will also involve the 
Washington County Water Conservancy Dis-
trict, the two Irrigation Districts that represent 
the water users and the Shivwits Band of Pai-
utes that have been our partners in the crea-
tion of Fire Lake Park at Ivins Reservoir. In 
preparation for the event we have a lot of 
work to do. Currently construction is pro-
gressing on a new access road from Highway 
91 and a new parking lot. Additional parking 
stalls are being added along the access road as 
well as a paved trail from Highway 91 to the 
swimming lagoon. Many thanks to Terry 
Marten who graciously sold some of his 
prime ground at a more than reasonable price 
to the City for the improvements now under 
way. 
 
In addition the Washington County Commis-
sion voted to provide $300,000.00 of tourism 
funds to help with the construction because of 
the number of out of State visitors that use the 
park. We are so appreciative of their generous 
contribution to this important project. And our 
thanks continue to go out to the Water Con-
servancy District that has already paid for and 
built the causeway that separates the swim-
ming lagoon from the main reservoir and the 
fresh water inlet structure that made Fire Lake 
Park possible. They have now offered to re-
place the rugged old spillway at the entrance 
to the park that has been a less than positive 
part of the Fire Lake Park experience to date. 
 
Beyond that we plan to build the permanent 
bathrooms this year, complete the landscaping 

of the peninsula adjacent to the swimming 
lagoon with trees & grass, remove the old 
concrete boat ramp, expand the sandy beach-
front around the nose of the peninsula adja-
cent to the main reservoir and add some need-
ed picnic tables for those who bring food. 
Long term plans include building a trail sur-
rounding the reservoir that will likely happen 
in sections with volunteer help. 
 
Fire Lake Park has proven to be a very popu-
lar destination so following the posted rules is 
critical. It is only open from dawn to dusk and 
a locked gate will close the parking lot after 
hours. As a potentially dangerous wildfire 
zone no open fires are permitted in the park. 
Dogs are not allowed on the beach areas at all 
and must be on leashes elsewhere in the park. 
Dumpsters are provided for trash so please 
use them to keep the park clean for all who 
come to enjoy it. Those and other rules are 
posted in several locations around the park. 
 
For now the access road is closed while the 
new one is being built but will re-open before 
the swimming season begins. If you've never 
been there and want to go when it warms up 
just follow the signs as you near Kayenta on 
Highway 91. The turn off is just east of the 
reservation border. We invite you to join us 
September 6th during Heritage Days for the 
Ivins Reservoir 100th birthday celebration. 
Watch for detailed information coming later 
this summer.  
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MARCH AGENDA ITEMS 

The following are some of the topics that may be discussed at the March Planning 
Commission and City Council meetings. This is not a complete list and the complete 
agendas will be posted on the website www.ivins.com 5 to 7 days prior to the meet-
ings. Agendas may be amended up to 24 hours prior to a meeting. Check the website 
the day before the scheduled meeting for the final agenda items to be discussed. If 
you have questions regarding any of the agenda items, please call or e-mail Mike 
Rodriguez at 435-634-9753 or mrodriguez@ivins.com for Planning Commission 
questions or Kari Jimenez for City Council questions: 435-628-0606 ext. 705 or 
kjimenez@ivins.com. 
 

Planning Commission February 27, 2018 

¶ Public hearing, discussion & consider recommendation on proposed Land Use/Zoning Amendment for property located at 
approximately 200 West Center Street 

¶ Public hearing, discussion & consider recommendation on proposed Land Use/Zoning Amendment for property located at 
approximately 580 West Normandy Road 

¶ Public hearing, discussion & consider recommendation on requirement for undergrounding power lines 

¶ Public hearing, discussion & consider recommendation regarding setback requirements in the Twinhome and Townhouse 
zoning districts 

¶ Discuss & consider recommendation on a Preliminary Plan for Red Mountain Vistas Townhomes located at approximately 
Highway 91 and 300 West 

¶ Discuss & consider approval of a Final Plat for Haven at Heritage Acres subdivision located at approximately 400 West and 
400 South 

 
Planning Commission March 13, 2018   

¶ Continued public hearing, discussion & consideration of recommendation on proposed Land Use/Zoning Amendment from 
School/RA-5 to Medium Density Residential / R-1-10 with Lot Averaging (average lot size 10,000 sq. ft.) for property locat-
ed at approximately 200 West Center Street. 

¶ Continued public hearing, discussion & consideration of recommendation on proposed Land Use/Zoning Amendment from 
School/RA-1 to Medium Density Residential / R-1-10 with Lot Averaging (average lot size 10,000 sq. ft.) for property locat-
ed at approximately 580 West Normandy Road. 

 
City Council March 1, 2018 

¶ Discuss & consider approval of purchase of Public Safety vehicles 

¶ Discuss & consider approval of new Purchase Agreement and transfer Deed for property adjacent to Red Rock Park wash 
replacing previously approved documents with property owner on Cordero Drive 

¶ Discuss & consider notice/bidding requirements in the Purchasing Ordinance 
 
City Council March 15, 2018 

¶ Public hearing, discussion & consideration of a proposed Subdivision text amendment regarding requirement for under-
grounding power lines. 

¶ Public hearing, discussion & consideration of a proposed Zoning text amendment regarding setback requirements in the 
Twinhome and Townhouse zoning districts. 

¶ Discuss & consider approval of Preliminary Plan for Red Mountain Vistas Townhomes located at approximately Highway 
91 and 300 West. 

 

http://www.ivins.com
mailto:mrodriguez@ivins.com
mailto:kjimenez@ivins.com
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Vista School 
Mr. Gibbs, Principal 
 
Vista's musical, Thoroughly Modern Millie Jr, 
runs March 1-10. Tickets are available on Vista 
School's website.  

Vista will be hosting an honors orchestra towards 
the end of the month, which includes students 
from around the county.  

Many of our performing groups will participate 
in SUPAF (Southern Utah Performing Arts Fes-
tival), offering students the chance to perform for 
their peers and receive professional adjudication.  

Vista Rising Stars show choir will be performing 
at Disneyland on Monday,  March 12th. 

Please join us at our Piano Showcase Concert on 
Wednesday, March 21st at 6:30 p.m. at Vista 
School. Enjoy performances from Vista faculty, 
current students, alumni, and community per-
formers as we honor Mr. and Mrs. Larry Dahle 
for their generous contribution to our music de-
partment.  

 
Red Mountain Elementary 
Amy Mitchell, Principal 
 
March 6:  STEAM NIGHT - 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 
p.m. Join us for a fun filled evening with activi-
ties and demonstrations from the community that 
relate to Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, 
and Math. See the inside of a pig's heart, learn 
what makes a race car go fast, check out our so-
lar system through a telescope, play a ukulele or 
a video game, make an arcade game out of card-
board, and SO MUCH MORE!  

March 12-16th:  SPRING BREAK (no school) 

March 22: CODE CAMP JR. RMES is hosting 
the first Washington County Code Camp Jr. We 
will host over 160 participants from around the 
county as they competing in code at RMES. 

March 28 & April 4: Preschool and Kindergarten 
Registration at RMES (Please see February's 
newsletter for registration times and require-
ments or call 435-656-3802.) 

 

Santa Clara Elementary 
Santa Clara Elementary is now accepting appli-
cations for the 1st Grade Chinese Dual Immer-
sion Program for the 2018-2019 school year.  If 
you are interested, please call 435-628-2624. 

Construction Updates 
Tom Jorgensen, Assistant Public 
Works Director 

Kayenta Debris Basins: Construction is well 
underway for both the east and west debris basin 
dams. The footings, walls, box culverts, headwalls, and impact basins have 
all been poured, with the majority of the concrete work complete. The next 
phase of the project includes the earthen structures of both the dams and 
additional concrete work. The project is on track for completion this April 
or May. 

600 West 400 South Gap Fill: The subgrade has been installed at the pro-
posed design level. It is anticipated that base course, the structural material 
beneath the asphalt, will be installed by the beginning of March. Asphalt 
will be installed soon thereafter, but is weather dependent and may be de-
layed if the temperatures arenôt warm enough. 

2MG Tank Project: Landscaping up at the tank site began in February.  
The irrigation system to feed all the existing and proposed trees is anticipat-
ed to be completed by the end of February. The new trees are anticipated to 
be installed by the beginning of March, completing the landscaping portion 
of the project. Once the landscaping is complete, a perimeter fence will be 
installed. This will likely be installed in March.    

Ivins Reservoir: The reservoir will be closed until the end of April. Work 
on the entrance and parking facilities are underway. The City is working to 
have these improvements completed for a reopening by the end of April.  
There will be continued construction after the reopening in April to install 
restrooms and landscaping.   

Help Us By Keeping Your  
Vegetation Trimmed 
Charles Gillette P.E., Public Works Director/City Engineer 

We want our streets and side-
walks to be in the best condition 
possible for everyoneôs use. All 
home owners have a responsi-
bility to maintain their own 
yards. Itôs not only to make 
your own property look nice, it 
makes the whole city look nice. 
Also, we need to make sure that 
you donôt block the streets and 
sidewalks with overgrown veg-
etation. 

 
As a general rule, if your trees are overgrowing over the sidewalk and street, 
there should be a 8-foot clearance over the sidewalk and a 14-foot clearance 
over the street. There are also sight triangles at the intersections of the 
streets that need to be maintained with no objects or vegetation with a 
height over 2-feet within a 30-foot by 30-foot triangle drawn along the edg-
es of the asphalt pavement. 
 
Please help us (and yourselves) keeping the city in good walkable and  
drivable condition.  


