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HELICOPTERS
Chris Hart, Mayor

Two months ago Planning Commissioner
Mike Scott made a Citizen's Request of the
Ivins City Council to place the issue of helicopter landings on a future agenda. The Council agreed and it was discussed during our
second meeting in January that many of you
attended.
Prompted by Sentierre's interest in exploring
the possibility of placing a helipad on
Tuacahn's property, Mike and his wife Patty
Dupre prepared a thorough and thoughtful
position paper that he presented to the Council
for their consideration. In it they brought up
several issues that frankly hadn't crossed my
mind before. They also included over three
hundred letters (that ultimately grew to almost
six hundred) written by residents expressing
opposition to the idea of helicopters flying
over or landing in the City. Most opposed it
generally but many posed specific questions,
observations and factual information. These
too were helpful to me and the Council both in
understanding the level of concern over this
issue and the reasons for it.
Preparing for the Council discussion I spoke
with representatives from Tuacahn and Sentierre to find out the basis of their interest or
presumed need for helicopter access and their
future intent. Dale Coulam, our City Manager
and City Attorney, worked with his staff to
research the history and legality of helicopter
landings in Ivins. We discovered that Tuacahn
has been landing helicopters since it opened
twenty two years ago several times a year at
the request of producers, directors, promoters,
dignitaries and high level donors, and by contractual obligation to certain performers.
When Tuacahn went through the permitting
process, the then City Council waived the
conditional use process entirely, essentially
granting them any use associated with the
school or amphitheater. Our ordinances at the
time did not preclude helicopter access so they
have landed there uncontested from the beginning. Our updated Zoning Ordinance adopted
in 2005 “expressly prohibits” any use not
listed in its Table of Uses and the use of helicopters is not listed in that table. However,
because Tuacahn's historic use predates our
2005 Zoning Ordinance, in Dale’s opinion,
they retain the “grandfathered” right to land
helicopters on their property like they have in
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the past as a “legal non-conforming use”.
They are, however, not allowed to expand that
use as would certainly be the case if Sentierre’s patrons began to land there. For that
privilege to be granted an application would
have to be filed with the City and the ordinance changed to allow it. In conjunction,
they would be required, at their expense, to
provide a detailed study of environmental
impacts prepared by a legitimate neutral firm
specialized in that area. Such a document
would become the basis of and serve as
“findings” for any decision that would ultimately be made.
The Council discussion began with my reading two letters. The first was from Tuacahn
stating their historic use and need to continue
it. The second was from Sentierre declaring
that they no longer intend to pursue the privilege. Dale then outlined the legal aspects of
the issue and his conclusions which were that
Tuacahn has the continuing right to land helicopters on their property for the same reasons
and in the same relative frequency that they
have in the past. However, any added use such
as shuttling Sentierre patrons in and out by
helicopter would be prohibited under our current ordinance.
Our newest Council Member, Miriah Elliott,
herself an attorney, made the point that our
current ordinance has stood the test of time
and has been proven in the courts it is a “safe”
one and that a new, more specific ordinance
might be subject to challenge. Council Member Jenny Johnson commented that as a fire
and rescue volunteer for many years she has
received essential training on how to interact
with life flight helicopters and said she hoped
such training would be allowed to continue.
She also noted that military helicopters have
on rare occasions landed at one of our local
schools to provide an educational (and pretty
cool) experience for the students. It was further pointed out that moving forward now
with a more specific ordinance would obligate
the City to pay for the needed environmental
study to begin the process. The Council then
had to decide either to include that cost in a
future budget, move forward without a study
or to wait for a future applicant to pay for it.
The discussion concluded with the Council’s
decision not to move forward at this time.
Although a more specific ordinance would not
increase the illegality of landing helicopters in
Ivins it would, as Mike & Patty astutely noted,
allow for more detailed definitions, conditions
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and requirements to be established with specific penalties attached for violations. However, any attempt to further regulate
helicopter use in Ivins would have no affect on Tuacahn whose
use remains as is until they abandon it. As it stands for anyone
else to obtain the right to land helicopters here our current ordinance would have to be changed to allow it. That strikes me as
highly unlikely.
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ture. So for the time being, not much has changed beyond our
improved understanding of the situation. It remains the case
that helicopter landings outside of Tuacahn or expanded helicopter use within Tuacahn are both illegal and could be prosecuted through our code enforcement system if violations were
to occur.

It's safe to say that none of us want helicopters flying over the
city other than for emergency purposes, nor do we want to have
helicopters landing in areas where the noise would be a nuisance. The position paper clearly outlines the consequences of
that. Curiously, over 22 years with up to 200 helicopter landings having already taken place at Tuacahn, few of us have noticed them, at least no one has ever complained either to
Tuacahn or Ivins City about them. Tuacahn certainly recognizes
the need to limit helicopter landings and control their approach
patterns to its property respecting the sensitive lands that surround it, their own students and nearby residents. They have
assured us they will monitor helicopter use carefully in the fu-

FEBRUARY AGENDA ITEMS
The following are some of the topics that may be discussed at the February Planning Commission
and City Council meetings. This is not a complete list and the complete agendas will be posted on
the website www.ivins.com 5 to 7 days prior to the meetings. Agendas may be amended up to 24
hours prior to a meeting. Check the website the day before the scheduled meeting for the final
agenda items to be discussed. If you have questions regarding any of the agenda items, please call
or e-mail Mike Rodriguez at 435-634-9753 or mrodriguez@ivins.com for Planning Commission
questions or Kari Jimenez for City Council questions: 435-628-0606 ext. 705 or
kjimenez@ivins.com.
Planning Commission January 30, 2018
• Discuss and consider recommendation of Preliminary Plan for Kee Stone Village located at approximately 600 West and 280
South
• Discuss & consider approval of Taviawk IX-V Final Plat
• Discuss subdivision text amendments regarding overhead power lines & side lot line utility easements
• Discuss zoning text amendment regarding setbacks in the Twinhome and Townhouse zoning districts
Planning Commission February 13, 2018
(Nothing currently scheduled)
City Council February 1, 2018
• Public hearing, discussion & consideration of Planning Commission’s recommendation to amend the Transportation Master
Plan
• Public hearing, discussion & consideration of amendments to the 2018 Fiscal Year Budgets
• Discuss & consider Planning Commission’s recommendation on proposed zoning text amendments regarding recreational
vehicles and carport restrictions
• Discuss priorities for the 2019 Fiscal Year budget
City Council February 15, 2018
• Presentation of CMC (Certified Municipal Clerk) to Sharon Allen by Utah Municipal Clerk’s Association.
• Discuss & prioritize department budget needs/proposals
• Possible discussion & consideration of Preliminary Plan for Kee Stone Village located at approximately 600 West and 280
South
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Construction Updates

Charles Gillette P.E., Public Works Director/City Engineer
There are some exciting construction projects that are underway:
First, Ivins City has started construction of the Kayenta Debris and Detention Dams. In 2014, the Coyote Gulch
Wash in the Kayenta area experienced some monster flooding. If you
have any doubt, search for “Kayenta
Flood” on Youtube.com and you will
see what I mean. The City applied for
federal funding from the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
and received a 75% grant from the
Emergency Watershed Program for
East
the $1.4 million project. The dams
were designed by Jones and Demille, and JP Excavating has been selected and started the construction. Terry Marten of Kayenta Development
donated the property. In addition to the dams, the
funds also contributed to the replacement of a 48inch diameter metal culvert with a 4’x10’ concrete box culvert and install headwalls on the culvert crossings at Kwavasa Drive and Kayenta
Parkway. The project is planned to be completed
by April 2018.

Mr. Gibbs, Principal
Vista’s Literacy Night, "Bedtime Stories", for all students and their parents will be held on Thurs February
1, 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Come in your pajamas to hear
teachers read favorite bedtime stories. Bring your old
books to swap for other loved books at the Book
Swap. Top the evening off with a cookie and milk.
Every student attending will receive a free new book!

Kayenta Dam

West Kayenta Dam
The next project impacts many of us
that use 400 South to exit the central
part of Ivins to head west towards Highway 91 when we are going to Gunlock
or Las Vegas. The configuration of
Old Highway 91 Box Culvert
these roads are about to change forever.
The intersection of 400 South and Old Highway 91 has always been considered unsafe due to the strange angle of the connecting roads. Our master
plan has always planned for a realignment of the intersection as shown in
the accompanying diagram. The 3rd phase of the Cliff Rose subdivision
realigned 400 South so that it now will dead-end into 600 W (Kwavasa
Drive), and 600 West now needs to be connected to Highway 91 to create a
new, safer intersection. The City has selected JP Excavating to complete the
work, which is now underway and it is expected to be completed around the
end of February, weather permitting.

Realignment of
400 S and 600 W
(Kwavasa Drive)

Vista School

We would love to have your BoxTops! Please bring
them to the Vista School office by Friday, February
23rd. If you are interested in helping to count Box
Tops, please email pto@vistautah.com.
This month Vista's orchestra, choirs, dance, and band
students will have the opportunity to perform in the
community. Our Dance Company will travel to Las
Vegas to enjoy educational dance classes and see a
ballet performance.
Vista's musical, Thoroughly Modern Millie Jr, opens
on Thursday, March 1.
Vista's annual Daddy Daughter Dance, with the theme
“Heroes and Heroines,” will be held on Saturday,
February 10th from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. in Vista's
gym. "Dads" in all forms, 18 and over, are invited to
bring their daughters, ages 2-15 years, to this evening,
which is open to the community. Come dressed in
your fanciest clothes. Admission is $5/person and
tickets can be purchased at the door or in advance at
www.vistautah.com/payments.

Red Mountain Elementary
Amy Mitchell, Principal

Upcoming events at Red Mountain:
February 22 - Evening of the Arts
February 27 - March 2 - SEP Conferences
We want to give a big THANK YOU to all of our
amazing volunteers including Assistance League's
Operation School Bell. Our students benefit from this
organization in two ways: shopping for new school
clothes in the fall and reading to the preschoolers and
giving them the books to keep. The week of February
5-12 has been declared as Assistance League of Southern Utah Week. As part of that, Chili's is hosting a
Give Back Event on February 6. Anyone who eats at
Chili's that day and mentions Assistance League to
their server will earn this organization 15% of the bill.
Important Information Regarding Kindergarten
and Preschool Registration at RMES:
Registration for Kindergarten:
March 28, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and 1:00
p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
April 4, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and 1:00
p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Kindergarten Requirements: Child must be 5 on or
before Sept. 1, 2018
Registration for Preschool:
March 28, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
and 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Preschool requirements: Child must be 4 on or before Sept. 1, 2018 (for RMES )
Child must be 3 on or before Sept. 1, 2018 (for SCHS)
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Benny Sorensen, Parks and Recreation Director
The Geological History of Snow Canyon

We will learn more than you can possibly remember in one class
period about the Depositional History i.e.., the way the rocks were
laid down or deposited in Snow Canyon and then just for fun we
will discuss the Tectonic/Structural History of the area, which will
illustrate how the earth's forces filleted the earth open to create the
amazing beauty we observe in Snow Canyon. Do not miss it!
When: 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 21
Where: Ivins City Hall, 55 North Main
Instructor: Marc Deshowitz
Fee: This class is offered at no charge to the first 40 people who
register at the Ivins City offices or on line at Ivins.com.
Bio
Marc Deshowitz is a native of the Boston area. After 30 years as a
petroleum geologist working for Amoco and Shell Oil Company,
Deshowitz and his wife, Chrystal, decided that they needed a lifestyle change, so they moved to Southern Utah in 2008 to be closer to
family. Deshowitz and his wife lead educational excursions across
the Colorado Plateau for Dixie Road Scholar.

2018 Co-Ed Baseball Registration

We will be offering coed T-ball (age 5 & 6)
and Rookie (coaches pitch, ages 7 & 8)
leagues this year. The age for each division
is determined by the child’s age on July
1st. For example: if your child turns 5 before July 1st, they are old enough to play Tball; if your child turns 7 before July 1st, they must play Rookie.
When: Registration Begins March 1 - Ending April 6, 2018
Where: The Ivins City Offices at 55 North Main or online at
www.ivins.com
League play begins approximately the first week in May and ends in
mid-June

PARKS & RECREATION
UPCOMING EVENTS
Red Mountain 55k, 30K & Dirty Hurty Half
Marathon

Date: March 3, 2018
The course incorporates the scenic dirt trails of the Santa
Clara Reserve located in the west central portion of Washington County, directly southwest of the communities of
Ivins and Santa Clara and east of the Shivwits Reservation. The race courses start on Gate’s Lane Bridge across
from the historic Jacob Hamblin home and quickly turns
onto a BLM service road and climbs up to the single track
trail in the Santa Clara Reserve. The course winds in clover fashion back into the Cove Wash Trailhead Aid Station 4 times (depending on the distance you are running)
before heading to the finish at UNITY Park in Ivins.
Runners will meet at UNITY Park no later than 5:30 a.m.
to pick up packets. Busses will leave UNITY Park at 5:45
a.m. for the start line in Santa Clara.
Go to https://redmountain50k.com/ for more information.

2018 Hog and Jog 5k Fun Run

Date and Time: Saturday, March 31, 2018, 8:00 a.m.
Location: UNITY Park (200 W 400 S)
Come out to the 4th Annual Hog and Jog Fun Run and
join in the spring festivities. With music on the course and
Hog and Jog selfie stations, you’ll be able to celebrate and
run at the same time!
Every participant will receive a Hog and Jog t-shirt, tons
of bacon and an AMAZING 4″ Hog and Jog Finisher
medal. The race is not timed, but we will be providing
prizes for the first 3 male and 3 female finishers.
Packet pickup will be Friday from 2:00 - 8:00 p.m. at the
St. George Running Center and 7:00 - 7:45 a.m. on Saturday morning before the race. For information and registration go to www.hogandjog5k.com.

2018 Easter Egg Hunt

Date and Time: Saturday,
March 31, 2018, 9:00 a.m.,
after the Hog & Jog 5K
Location: UNITY Park (200 W
400 S) on the large baseball/soccer field.
The divisions for this year will be:
Sand Hollow Aquatic Center
Division 1: 4 years old and under - Children in Division
1 must have the ability to walk and pick up eggs without
Ivins City has an inter-local agreement with the City of St. George that assistance from parents; however, one parent may be in
allows Ivins residents to use the Sand Hollow Aquatic Center for the
the hunting area with their child to give guidance and
resident rate. There is a leisure pool for fun and a lap pool for fitness,
direction.
Division 2: Ages 5, 6, 7 and 8
they offer swimming lessons and a variety of special events throughDivision 3: Ages 9, 10, 11 and 12
out the year. Sand Hollow Aquatic Center is a wonderful facility and
No parents will be allowed to help in Divisions 2 and 3!
we encourage you to take advantage of the opportunity to use it! 1144 All participants must bring their own Easter baskets.
Lava Flow Drive, St. George (435) 634-5938.
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PARKS & TRAILS
UPDATE
Desert Rose Park –
We are looking forward
to completing the park
soon. The pavilion is in
and the restroom should
be in place soon. After that we will
finish some sidewalks and landscape!
Cemetery -We are
working on completing improvements at
the cemetery, grading/
improvements for a
new section of burial plots and paving
the roads within the cemetery.
Fire Lake Park – We are working on
parking and landscaping.

FITNESS CLASSES (UNITY Park Recreation
Room approx. 400 S 300 W) - Register online at
www.ivins.com or 55 N Main (City Hall)

Yoga

Tuesdays 8:00 to 9:00 a.m. is Gentle Yoga
Thursdays 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. is Gentle Yoga
Single Class - $6.00
4 Classes - $23.00
8 Classes - $40.00
Taught by Kim Nally

Yoga Flow

Learn how to move your body and breathe efficiently
and effectively as you develop strength, balance, and
flexibility. Come release unnecessary tension and
stress through a variation of poses, breath work, and
deep stretches. Geared for ALL levels,
Tuesday 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Single Class: $5.00
4 Classes: $18.00
Taught by Heidi Donio
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Upcoming
Dumpster Date
This month’s dumpster date
will be held on:

FEBRUARY 10
\Dumpsters are located just east
of the cemetery at the top of 100
W. They are available on a first
come first serve basis beginning
at 8 a.m. and close by 3 p.m. or
once full.

BLUCAN
Recycling Days
February 5, 2018
February 19, 2018

Santa Clara-Ivins Fire & Rescue
Serving the Citizens of Santa Clara and Ivins Utah
Charles Peterson, Deputy Fire Chief
What Does It Take to Be a
Firefighter?
Meet Shannon Sullivan and Cara Taschuk. Both
have active families, and both serve as Santa
Clara-Ivins Fire & Rescue firefighters and emergency medical responders. Shannon and Cara are
2 of the 11 females and 40 male firefighters in the
department. They and the other department members, provide both Santa Clara and Ivins with 24hour fire and emergency medical needs. Shannon
and Cara often work station shifts driving ambulances and fire trucks and responding to emergency 911 calls. Both have completed the Utah certified structural fire and emergency medical training offered by the department. They also assist
with training, fire inspections, community outreach, equipment and station maintenance.
The department has several paid positions, but most of the firefighters are volunteers. They train
and respond on their own time. Volunteer firefighters are expected to attend bi-monthly fire and
medical training meetings. They are issued a pager, fire turnouts, a basic uniform, and are to
respond to major incidents like a structural fire and traffic crashes anytime they can. Fire and
medical callouts run the gamut from assisting elderly homeowners with smoke detectors to controlling large forest and wildland fires. Volunteers need to be 18 years, fill out an application,
and attend basic firefighting classes.
So, what does it take to become a firefighter? It takes an interest in serving your community and
a commitment of your time. It is not easy to become a firefighter. The training program takes
almost a year. It involves a lot of physical activity. You become a skilled team member of a
close-knit organization. There is a lot of satisfaction and enjoyment in the work you do.
Santa Clara-Ivins Fire & Rescue starts its next rookie firefighter class in March. If you are interested, text or give Chris Baraela a call at 435 619-7079. You can also stop by the Ivins Main
Fire Station at 90 W Center and visit with us in person.

For more
information go to
blucan.org

Pollution Prevention
Hotline:
(435) 627-4020
Many of us mow our lawns and
we always want things to look
neat and clean. When you cut
your grass, don’t leave the clippings out in the street to be
“washed down the drain” as it
does not go to a treatment plant.
Please keep the clippings out of
the storm drain by having the
mower blow the clippings up
onto the lawn. Use a broom, rake
or leaf blower if necessary to
clean the street after mowing.
Remember Only Rain In The
Drain!! Brought to you by the
Dixie Clean Storm Water
Coalition.
For more information go to
www.sgcity.org/stormwater/

Page 6

IVINS CITY NEWS

VOLUME 18 ISSUE 2

GREETINGS FROM THE IVINS ANIMAL SHELTER
ADOPTION CENTER
Christi Taylor, Animal Control Officer

We hope you are having a great new year! We want to remind you to check and make sure your pet is up to date on rabies, and your
dog is licensed with the city. Also, we want to remind you to keep your pets on a leash while walking to keep you and others safe.
If you have any questions or concerns, please call us at (435) 628-1049.
Need help fixing your pet? Here’s a link:
https://secure.bestfriends.org/page/s/utsnassist
Also, PAWS is still doing the low-cost spay and neuter program. They can be reached at (435) 688-9748.
Where to Meet the Pets:
Ivins Animal Shelter and Adoption Center
474 North 200 West, Ivins, Utah
Phone: 435-628-1049
Hours: Monday - Saturday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Stacey, Shelter Manager: strujillo@ivins.com

PETS OF THE MONTH
Our pets of the month are Jackie and Aria. Jackie is
two years old, very sweet, and loves to be pet and
would make a wonderful lap cat. Aria is another one
of our great cats who wants nothing more than a
home for the new year.
We have many awesome pets available that are
looking for their forever homes we encourage you
to come and look.

GREETINGS FROM INKAS
(IVINS NO KILL ANIMAL
SUPPORTERS)
By Sara Dupre

Valentine’s Day is a day of love and gratitude for those we care for and a time to give friends Valentine’s cards. Do kids still do
that?! And maybe finding a new love at the Ivins Animal Shelter may be just what your home and heart needs! A dog to get out on
the trail with, a pal to sit next to and binge watch your favorite series. Pets add so much to our lives! They get us out for walks
meeting neighbors who will stop and greet your dog! And the wonderful, heartwarming feelings of rescuing a pet from the shelter,
nothing feels better then that!
So enjoy your Valentine’s Day. Remember your loved ones because you don’t want to be in the dog house! Always keep in mind
that the officers and volunteers are working everyday to keep the Ivins Animal Shelter the best it is. From all of us at INKAS we
send you our most heart-felt valentine.
INKAS Contact Information:
Connie Butterfield – 435-817-1616
Inkas4pets@gmail.com
Follow us on Facebook
INKAS is a 501(c)3 Nonprofit Organization

