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HAPPY TRAILS 
Chris Hart, Mayor 

 

Walking around our 
beautiful city has 
always been a favor-
ite pastime for many 
of our residents. We 
haven't always had 
enough sidewalks 
and trails to enhance 

that experience but fifteen years ago our city 
leaders recognizing the need to improve acted in 
a very forward thinking way. They formed a 
Parks and Trails Committee that analyzed our 
deficiencies and proposed a system of trails that 
was subsequently reviewed by the Planning 
Commission and City Council who ultimately 
adopted a comprehensive Trails Master Plan. 
Since then we have worked steadily toward fully 
implementing that plan. 

In the past people walked, ran or rode a bike out 
of necessity to get where they needed to go. Cars 
and other modes of transportation have nearly 
eliminated that practical need but medical sci-
ence has replaced it with another by revealing 
that we need to remain active if we want to en-
joy long term good health. The term “active 
transportation” has become a mainstay of city 
planning as awareness of the health issues has 
grown and increasing numbers of us have altered 
our lifestyles to include walking, jogging, run-
ning or cycling to reap the health benefits of a 
more active lifestyle. 

The result of their vision has been the develop-
ment of safer cycling routes and a network of 
both rustic and paved trails to improve both pe-
destrian safety and directional options. Using 
every funding source we could find including 
impact fees and “Safe Sidewalk” or Community 
Development Block Grants we have routinely 
budgeted for the expansion of our active trans-
portation system. Construction of prescribed 
paved trails has become one of our standard re-
quirements for new development. 

There remains a lot of work yet to do. Connect-
ing sections of existing trails is an expensive 
proposition and with the failure of Proposition 1 
it will take considerable time to accomplish the 
task. However we remain committed to achiev-
ing the goal so you will continue to see new sec-
tions appear. On the immediate horizon is a trail 
extension from Snow Canyon Parkway to 
Tuacahn. Thanks to an arrangement made with 
Sentierre for the use of a portion of their impact 
fees and with the help of Washington County 
construction that trail will be underway soon. It's 

also worth noting that the Shivwits Band recent-
ly completed a section of trail from the Ivins 
border to their village, which is a welcome addi-
tion along a dangerous section of road. 

Steve Jolley is an early morning jogger who 
served on the City Council a few years ago. He 
and others pointed out how unsafe our trails 
were in the dark with our “night sky” restrictions 
on street lighting. In response the Council adopt-
ed a trail lighting standard that has been imple-
mented along most of our existing trails creating 
a unique and very appealing night time ambiance 
in our city while at the same time making our 
trails the safest anywhere. The evolution of LED 
lighting over the last few years has left us with 
some color variations that will be corrected as 
lamps are replaced over time. For the time being 
we'll just have to live with some of the bollard 
lights being slightly orange or yellow. 

On the cycling front real progress has been made 
in delineating cycling lanes and establishing 
cycling routes through our city. With the nudg-
ing and help (financial and otherwise) of the 
Southern Utah Bicycle Alliance (SUBA) and 
John & Kai Reed and Craig Shanklin (all Ivins 
residents) in particular we achieved “Road Re-
spect Community” designation three years ago 
in recognition of our serious efforts to improve 
cycling safety within our community. SUBA 
continues to support Ivins City in improving our 
cycling environment by funding signage and 
providing “next step” information to help us 
continue making progress. They recently cele-
brated the opening of the new County designated 
“Veyo loop” cycling route with a ribbon cutting 
and about fifty cyclists peddling their way 
around it. The loop begins in Ivins and continues 
through Gunlock and Veyo and down SR 18 to 
either Snow Canyon State Park or Snow Canyon 
Parkway and back to Ivins. It’s similar to the 
original Ironman route so it’s quite a ride. 

We also have a num-
ber of mountain bike 
enthusiasts that either 
live here or come here 
to trail ride. We hope 
to reach an agreement 

with the BLM in the future to expand their 
mountain biking trail system into the hills south 
of our city. Others of their recently opened trails 
have quickly become very popular so their ex-
pansion to the west providing access to them 
from here seems like the logical next step. 

We shouldn't underestimate the value of our 
active transportation commitment both as a way 
of promoting the health of our residents and as 
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an important component of our developing reputation as a recreation area. It’s an important draw to bring tourists and visitors our 
way further strengthening our “resort destination” image. I believe it will provide significant economic benefit to us long term 
while enhancing the outdoor  

 

The following are some of the topics that may be discussed at the December Planning 
Commission and City Council meetings.  This is not a complete list and the complete agen-
das will be posted on the website www.ivins.com 5 to 7 days prior to the meetings.  Agen-
das may be amended up to 24 hours prior to a meeting.  Check the website the day before 
the scheduled meeting for the final agenda items to be discussed.  If you have questions 
regarding any of the agenda items please call or e-mail Kari Jimenez at 435-628-0606 or 
kjimenez@ivins.com. 

Planning Commission (1st meeting was held on 11/29 & 2nd meeting was canceled.) 
 
City Council December 1, 2016 

 Public Hearing on proposed zone change from RA-1 to RV Resort on property located 
on the South side of Highway 91 at approximately 100 West. 

 Public Hearing and discussion on a proposed zone change from RA-1 to RV Resort on 
property located on the south side of Highway 91 at approximately 100 West. 

 
City Council December 15, 2016 

 Continued discussion regarding 5-year strategic planning. 

 Discussion regarding entrance sign on Highway 91. 

  

DECEMBER AGENDA ITEMS 

Old Highway 91 Reconstruction: It’s anticipated that the landscaping for the project will 
be done by now and the project will be complete. 

Cliffrose 2 Million Gallon Tank: The existing 1 million gallon steel tank has been re-
moved and the earthwork for installation of the new tank is well underway.  The construc-
tion of the new concrete tank will begin this month.  

Kayenta Debris Basins: Bids and proposals for  the construction of the basins were 
received in November and JP Excavating was selected and awarded the contract.  Final design, with assistance from the contractor, 
will be completed within the next couple weeks and construction is anticipated to begin in December.  

Storm Drain Improvements: The City is coordinating the design of multiple storm drain projects on the west side of Ivins that 
will mitigate and reduce risk for flooding. The projects are currently under design with plans to be in 
place prior to the monsoon season next year. Continued on next page... 

I noticed just this morning a little bit of frost on my windshield for the first time this season. It 
was a good reminder that winter weather is here and even though we live in a mild climate com-
pared to our neighbors north of us, we still experience freezes and we have to be cautious to pre-
vent problems and costly damage. 
 
Hopefully, most people have been reducing the frequency of irrigation as the temperature has 
cooled. Now that we are into December, most landscapes do not require any irrigation. We 
should be able to turn off our timers completely for the next 3 months. We may also want to drain our irrigation lines to help pre-
vent pipe breaks due to freezing. Here are some tips regarding how to do that. 
 
You should first find your irrigation shutoff valve and close it. To depressurize your system you might have a waste valve near your 
shutoff valve which you would then open up and let drain. Another tip I found was to drain your irrigation control valves by loosen-
ing the set screw on the top of the valve and slightly unscrewing the solenoid. This let’s air come into the system and drain the 
pipes.  

TIME TO WINTERIZE YOUR IRRIGATION SYSTEM 
  Charles Gillette,  Pubic Works Director 

an important component of our developing reputation as a recre-

ation area.  It’s an important draw to bring tourists and visitors 

our way further strengthening our “resort destination” image.  I 

believe it will provide significant economic benefit to us long 

term while enhancing the outdoor experience of our residents.  

That’s not a bad benefits package.  Thanks to all who have 

helped and who will continue to help us achieve our long term 

active transportation goals.  Happy trails to all of you. 

http://www.ivins.com
mailto:kjimenez@ivins.com
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Vista School 
Sam Gibbs - Principal 

Congratulations to our 
Code Camp team of 16 
students who competed 
at Dixie State Universi-
ty last month in a 24 

hour competition where students wrote 
code for their own video games. Con-
gratulations also to our MathCounts 
team of 16 students who traveled to 
Cedar City to compete. Four students 
finished in the top ten in the individual 
competition. All four Vista teams fin-
ished in the top ten in the team round, 
with one team winning it all. A shout 
out to our 1st - 3rd graders on their 
fine performances in November! 
Vista's 6th - 8th grade students were 
excited to have Dean Kleven as a 
guest lecturer. For the past 20 years he 
has worked for companies such as 
Disney, Pixar, Harry Potter, and 
Hasbro, just to name a few. This 
month is full of more performances at 
Vista, from our award winning orches-
tra, to our choirs with guest director 
Lex de Azevedo, to our band, to our 
dancers. Come join us for some Holi-
day Cheer. It is also time for Spring 
Semester Vista Conservatory registra-
tion. For more information on these 
programs visit www.vistautah.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Tuacahn Drive Trail: The City is planning on installing a trail along Tuacahn 
Drive from Snow Canyon Parkway up to the Sentierre project.  It is anticipated that 
design and bidding will be completed by the end of November.  A contractor will be 
selected and construction is anticipated to begin in December.  

Rocky Vista University: On November  18, 2016 the develop-
ers and contractors of Rocky Vista University hosted a Top Out 
gathering. Top Out is a term used in construction when the last 
structural beam is placed completing the skeleton of the build-
ing. This was a great event held to congratulate everyone that 
has been involved in the project to date and recognize the mile-
stone of accomplishment.   

The student housing building are well underway. The contractors 
will be erecting the third and final story on building A, while 
buildings B and C follow closely behind. 

Sentierre Resort: Phase 1 grade was completed and the r esor t has star ted to install 
underground utilities including water, sewer, gas, power, and storm drains. 

 

PARKS AND RECREATION 
Benny Sorensen, Parks Director 

Tis the season! Parks staff has been busy decorating for Christmas as well as trimming 
and weeding, and winterizing irrigation systems and drinking fountains.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The landscaping and paved trail on Highway 91, south of 200 East is nearly complete 
and looks great. The widening of the road, the new trail, lighting and landscaping have 
really improved the south entrance to Ivins. This is a very nice improvement for those 
who drive the roads in their motor vehicles and for those who walk or ride bicycles. 

 

Run Run Reindeer 5K Fun Run 
 
Date: Saturday, December 24, 2016 
Start Time: 9:00 a.m.  
Location: Ivins City Park, 100 North & Main 
Registration Fees: $35 For 1st family member, $15 for each additional family member 
(up to 6 people) 
 
This is a fun run that will help you keep fit and provide an opportunity to help Toys for 
Tots, Ivins City, Red Mountain Running and the St. George Running Center collect toys 
for deserving families this Christmas. 
 
Every participant will receive a Run Run Reindeer t-shirt, reindeer antlers (We en-
courage you to run in them!) and an AMAZING 4-inch Run Run Reindeer finisher 
medal. The race is not timed, but we will be providing pr izes for  the fir st 3 male 
and female finishers. 
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To guarantee yourself a t-shirt, you must register by December 17, 2016! All entries received 
after that date are not guaranteed a t-shirt. 
 
If you would like, you can bring an unopened, new toy to benefit Toys for Tots!! Last year 
your toys benefited over 300 youngsters in need of Christmas cheer! 
Race information and registration can be done at www.runrunreindeer.com 

 

Sand Hollow Aquatic Center 
1144 Lava Flow Drive, St. George - 435-634-5938 
 
Ivins City has an inter-local agreement with the City of St. 
George that allows Ivins residents to use the Sand Hollow 
Aquatic Center for the resident rate. This is a great facility 
that offers year-round water fun and fitness. There is a leisure 
pool for fun and a lap pool for fitness. They offer swimming 
lessons and a variety of special events throughout the year. 
Sand Hollow Aquatic Center is a wonderful facility and we 
encourage you to take advantage of the opportunity to use it!  
 

Ivins Soccer League 
Soccer season is coming up soon! Look for online registration to start in Decem-
ber. For more information, please go to http://www.ivinssoccer.com, or call Ka-
sey or Kristen at 673-2372.  This league is not part of Ivins City Recreation.  

 

 
 

 

Upcoming  

Dumpster Date 
 

This month’s dumpster 

date will be held on: 
 

Saturday,  

December 17th 
\Dumpsters are located just east 

of the cemetery. They are availa-

ble on a first come first serve 

basis beginning at 8:00 a.m. and 

close by 3:00 p.m. or once full.  

 

BLUCAN  

Recycling Days 

December 12th 
December 26th 

 
For more  

information go to  
blucan.org 

 

Pollution Prevention  

Hotline: 

(435) 627-4020 

Many of us mow our lawns and 

we always want things to look 

neat and clean. When you cut 

your grass don’t leave the clip-

pings out in the street to be 

“washed down the drain” as it 

does not go to a treatment plant. 

Please keep the clippings out of 

the storm drain by having the 

mower blow the clippings up 

onto the lawn. Use a broom, rake 

or leaf blower if necessary to 

clean the street after mowing. 

Remember Only Rain In The 

Drain!! Brought to you by the 

Dixie Clean Storm Water Coali-

tion. 

For more information go to 

www.sgcity.org/stormwater/  

 

GREETINGS FROM INKAS 

IVINS NO KILL ANIMAL SUPPORTERS 
Sara Dupre, Secretary 

 

Imagine how exciting the holidays could be if you adopted or fostered a new dog 
or cat.  They would share in the fun of your existing traditions and help make new 
traditions along the way.  The bright eyes, laughter and joy of your family will 
make wonderful memories! If this sounds like a great fit for your family, drive 
your sleigh to the Ivins Animal Shelter and give one of the homeless pets the best 
gift of any season: a forever home. 

On behalf of all of us at INKAS, we wish for the wonderful communities of Ivins and Santa 
Clara all the joys and blessings the Christmas holiday brings. We thank you for your support 
and especially all the adoptions from the shelter that make our work and efforts a joy at any sea-
son.  We would like to thank the amazing shelter staff: Stacey, Patrick and Todd for their excel-
lent dedication to the homeless animals in our cities. Also, a big thank you to all the shelter vol-
unteers who donate so much of their time, energy and love. 

After having had such a fun and successful yard sale last June, INKAS is planning on a Spring 
and Fall yard sale for 2017!  Please keep us in mind as you thin out your household items.  For 
items to be picked up call:  Sara Dupre, 206-724-5902 or Connie Butterfield, 435-817-1616 

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR INKAS: 

inkas4pets@gmail.com 

Connie Butterfield, President: 435-817-1616 

 

http://www.runrunreindeer.com
http://www.ivinssoccer.com
mailto:inkas4pets@gmail.com

