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The Changing of the Guard  
Chris Hart, Mayor 

 

The recent election provided yet again the opportunity for us to decide who will 

represent us in our City government. Three of the five City Council positions 

were up for grabs and five excellent candidates sought to fill the soon to be vacat-

ed seats. Nearly twenty five percent of the registered voters in Ivins cast their bal-

lots on November 3rd, not a high number but respectable for a municipal election. 

Dennis Mehr, Jenny Johnson and Ron Densley garnered the most votes and will be sworn in 

during the first City Council meeting in January. I am looking forward to working with each one 

of them on the important matters that currently face our City and those that will surely follow. 

 

Dennis Mehr was a former member of the Planning Commission which he chaired for two years 

before leaving to help care for his growing family in anticipation of the arrival of twins. Dennis 

was a thoughtful and reasoned member of that body. During his time there he gained valuable 

experience and insight into City government, land use law and the approval process for develop-

ment within the City. He ran for office out of a sincere love for our community and a genuine 

desire to serve it. I'm sure he will fulfill his new responsibilities in a careful and committed way. 

 

Jenny Johnson has lived in Ivins most of her life having grown up and then raised her own fami-

ly here. Jenny's love and support for Ivins has been amply demonstrated over the years as she's 

served as a volunteer firefighter, as a member if the Ivins Historical Society and as an organizer 

of our recent Heritage Days celebrations. Jenny's interest in City government dates back several 

years during which time she's attended nearly all of our Planning Commission and City Council 

meetings. I suspect that she could tell you nearly everything that's going on in the City and most 

of our plans for the future. She too will lend a reasoned voice and a valuable background to our 

upcoming discussions. 

 

Ron Densley completes his first term on the Council this month. He too has a long history with 

Ivins City and deep family connections to it. He has been a dedicated public servant often leav-

ing his work out of the area and traveling long distances to attend City Council and other meet-

ings. His educational background in recreation has made him an important voice on the Council 

and a valuable member of the Snow Canyon Joint Management Committee. His development 

experience has been ever so useful in Council discussions concerning City infrastructure im-

provements and large scale development projects happening within the City. He championed 

bringing Suntran to Ivins and has taken great pride in watching our bus service grow from two 

thousand to over three thousand riders per month during its first year in service. 

 

It would be unthinkable to fail to thank Lesley Mendenhall and George Elwell for their dedicated 

service to this community spanning roughly a decade and a half. I met Lesley in 2002 when Judy 

Gubler invited members of the community to participate in a process that ultimately lead to the 
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December Agenda Items 
Dale Coulam, City Manager/Attorney 
 

The following are some of the topics that may be discussed at 

the December Planning Commission and City Council meet-

ings. This is not a complete list and the complete agendas will 

be posted on the website www.ivins.com 5 to 7 days prior to 

the meetings. Agendas may be amended up to 24 hours prior to 

a meeting. Check the website the day before the scheduled 

meeting for the final agenda items to be discussed. If you have 

questions regarding any of the agenda items, please call or e-

mail Kevin Rudd at 435-634-9753 or krudd@ivins.com for 

Planning Commission questions, and Kari Jimenez at 435-628-

0606 or kjimenez@ivins.com for City Council questions. 

 

Planning Commission December 1, 2015 

 Public hearing on proposed amendment to Zoning Ordi-

nance to allow a Recreational Vehicle Resort in the Profes-

sional Commercial zoning district on Highway 91 

 Consider a recommendation on the proposed amendment to 

the Zoning Ordinance to allow a Recreational Vehicle Re-

sort in the Professional Commercial zoning district on High-

way 91 

 Discuss and consider adopting Meeting Schedule for calen-

dar year 2016 

 Continued discussion about possible Zoning text amend-

ments 

 

Planning Commission December 15, 2015 

 Annual Training on Open Meetings laws 

 Continued discussion about possible Zoning text amend-

ments 

 

City Council December 3, 2015 

 Discuss and consider an Ordinance regarding the creation 

of an Arts Committee 

 Discuss and consider update to the Transportation Master 

Plan 

 Discuss and consider Final Plat extension for Cliffrose 

Phase 2 

 Discuss and consider renewal of City Manager employ-

ment agreement 

 

City Council December 17, 2015 

 Possible public hearing on proposed amendment to Zoning 

Ordinance to allow a Recreational Vehicle Resort in the 

Professional Commercial zoning district on Highway 91 

 Possibly consider a recommendation of the proposed 

rewriting of our General Plan. She was a thoughtful contributor 

to that process. Later she served on the Planning Commission 

eventually becoming its chair, a position she held when I was 

appointed to serve there. Later she became a member of the 

City Council where she has lent perspective to so many sensi-

tive issues that we have faced. She was instrumental in estab-

lishing our no-kill animal shelter and adoption center, a cause 

that grew out of her deep love for animals and her determina-

tion to provide help for them in their often defenseless position. 

Her professional background in the hospitality industry and the 

arts has proven invaluable as we have discussed significant 

projects in those areas and our emerging image as a resort des-

tination and arts community. Her career required that she be 

away frequently and has now taken her away permanently as 

she’s preparing to move nearer to her work. We could always 

count on Lesley's honesty, her astute analysis of policies and 

projects, her penetrating questions and comments and her un-

wavering defense of the issues that are important to her and 

many others in our community. I learned a great deal from her 

and will miss her contribution to the discussions that lie ahead. 

 

George Elwell has served on the City Council for fourteen 

years at month's end. He too leaves a legacy of accomplishment 

behind. His service to the City began when he volunteered to 

work on our Parks & Trails Committee helping to create a Mas-

ter Plan for our future as an outdoor recreation destination. Af-

ter being elected to the Council he with Lesley and the support 

of his wife Linda along with other dedicated animal lovers 

played a major role in the establishment of our no-kill animal 

shelter policy. He also championed the creation of our “Night 

Sky” ordinance that preserves the beauty of our starlit sky by 

regulating lighting and signage within the City. George's law 

enforcement background made him the go-to guy whenever 

public safety was the topic of discussion. He's a big reason 

roundabouts are the City's chosen solution to traffic control. 

Originally opposed to them his in depth study lead him to 

change his mind. That's always been his way. Whatever the 

issue George would study it, get other opinions and come to 

City Council meetings prepared to contribute. He's never hesi-

tated to take a stand and has always had ample reasons for the 

positions he's taken. George has been a stalwart supporter of 

our Public Safety department and its personnel. He has always 

taken seriously the City's charge to promote the health, safety 

and welfare of our residents and provide for them a safe envi-

ronment in which to live. During his tenure we have added 

Emergency Medical Services, continued to strengthen our 

mostly volunteer Fire Department and have merged our Law 

Enforcement with Santa Clara's saving both communities a 

significant amount of money each year. I think the world of 

George and will miss him too as we go through this changing 

of the guard. 

 

I am so appreciative of those who are willing to serve this ex-

traordinary community. The decisions that are made by those 

whom we elect to represent us have made and will continue to 

make an enormous difference in what we become. The vision 

of our future that they have established with your help is that 

which moves us forward and forms the basis of all our plans 

and decisions. There will be many opportunities to serve in a 

variety of ways within the City. Please let us know if you're 

interested in helping. Something will come along that will fit 

your time and talents. We so appreciate all that you do to make 

Ivins such a special place. 

http://www.ivins.com
mailto:krudd@ivins.com
mailto:kjimenez@ivins.com
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Vista School 
Sam Gibbs, Director/Principal 
 

 

The Holidays are in full swing at Vista! There are many won-

derful events happening, and the community is invited: 

 

Dec. 1st, 6:30 p.m. - Instrumental Concerts 

Dec. 4th, 2:30 p.m. - Vista at Dickens’ Festival, 6 pm Vista 

Dance Concert 

Dec. 5th,  10 a.m. Santa Claus Is Coming To Town - Holiday 

Giving Fundraiser; 6 p.m. -  Dance Concert 

Dec. 11th - 12th,  6 p.m. - Vista’s Holiday Spectacular 

Dec. 15th - 17th, 1st - 3rd Grade Performances 

 

Along with the performances listed above, there is also the Brrr-

riliant Reader Party for our fantastic Kinder - 3rd readers, and 

the Landform Science Fair, as well as many more community 

performances! Sign-ups for the Spring Semester of Vista’s after 

school classes have begun. VCC classes are open to the commu-

nity. Have a fantastic Holiday Season. 

Upcoming Dumpster Date 
 

This month’s dumpster date will be held on: 
 

Saturday, December 12, 2015 
 

Dumpsters are located just east of the cemetery. They are available on 

a first come first serve basis beginning at 8:00 a.m. and close by 3:00 

p.m. or once full.   

amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to allow a Recreation-

al Vehicle Resort in the Professional Commercial zoning 

district on Highway 91 

 Annual Training on Open Meetings laws 

Red Mountain Elementary 
Amy Mitchell, Principal 
 

During the month of November we enjoyed meeting with our 

Red Mountain parents during our SEP Conferences. We love 

being partners in education with you! Our teachers have been 

working on identifying clear learning targets, developing higher 

order thinking skills, and helping students track their learning 

progress. We hope you enjoyed meeting with your child's 

teacher and had a chance to see all the wonderful things your 

child is learning. 

 

Our school also had the opportunity to host several principals 

from around the state. They visited Red Mountain to check out 

some of our fabulous STEM lessons! 

 

This month the Red Mountain Children's Choir has been asked 

to perform with Dixie State University's Symphony Orchestra 

and  Dixie State's Concert Choir on December 12 at 7:30 p.m. 

at the Cox Performing Arts Center. We are excited to hear our 

great singers under the direction of McKenzie Lee.  

 

We wish you all a very wonderful holiday season! 

Ivins Royalty 2015 
 

The Ivins Royalty is happy to represent Ivins in 

all of the many service opportunities and com-

munity parades. We are also happy to say that 

our float has won “Best Float” in Ivins Herit-

age Days and Santa Clara Swiss Days parades. 

We look forward to the many more service 

opportunities and community events that we can be involved in. 

Thanks for all the support! We love our City! 

Tuacahn High School 
 

Tuacahn High School (THS) has a beautiful new addition to its 

already inspiring space: an art gallery/studio and outdoor ce-

ramics plaza. Special thanks to major donors Mr. and Mrs. 

Scott and Lisa Jones for making this possible for our students 

and community. Mesa Consulting, the architect, and 

Ence Construction added the art studio onto an existing storage 

area. From the light-inviting windows to the floor, finished with 

an acid etched stain, the art studio was designed as a warm, 

Neighborhood Meetings 
Dale Coulam, City Manager 

 
Tuesday, January 12, 2016 

Neighborhood 1: 200 East to the East boundary 

 

Wednesday, January 13, 2016 

Neighborhood 2: 200 East to 400 West 

 

Thursday, January 14, 2016 

Neighborhood 3:  400 West to the West  

boundary 

 

All meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. and are held at the Ivins City 

Hall at 55 N. Main 

gorgeous place for our young Tuacahn High School artists to 

create and flourish. Currently, the gallery features work by 

THS’s Studio Art Class, the gallery’s first show. The outside 

plaza houses 16 wheels for ceramics, as well as electric and gas 

kilns. In addition to serving as a space for THS students to 

study and learn, in the future there will be ceramic classes for 

parents and community members after school, in the evenings 

and over the summer. 
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The Pet Corner 
 

Greetings from the Ivins Animal Shelter 
Aggie Smith, Ivins Animal Shelter 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year! With the holiday season upon us 

we should also remember our pets during 

this time of the year. Lots of people like 

to get puppies and kittens for Christmas.  

Having a new pet is always fun, but especially during the holi-

days there are many things you should keep in mind.   

 

If you decide to adopt a pet, it’s always better to do it a few 

weeks before Christmas. Christmas is such a hectic time that a 

new cat or dog needs some time to quietly settle into the family.  

We should also be mindful that a new puppy or kitten needs a 

quiet safe place that they can rest in after an exhausting play 

period. Crates are a great way to provide a place for them away 

from the active children. Our houses are full of festive food and 

drinks; however these can be harmful to our pets. Dogs and cats 

don’t know what is harmful to them so they count on you to 

keep them safe. 

 

Here are a few of the more common things to look out for. As 

always, if your concerned in any way, don’t delay in calling 

your vet.  

 

1. Raisins and grapes can cause renal failure. 

2. Chocolate, especially dark types can be fatal. Be especially 

aware of wrapped boxes as dogs can smell the chocolate 

thru the wrap! 

3. Onions and garlic have toxins that can destroy red blood 

cells (both are in stuffing). 

4. Turkey bones can puncture the stomach or intestine. 

5. Macadamia nuts or nuts in general can elevate heart rates 

to an unsafe level. 

 

Other things you need to be aware of are tinsel, bows, Christ-

mas light strands, plastic toys, or anything that puppies or kit-

tens may eat or bite on.   

 

The shelter now has a completed shelving to house all of our 

dog and cat crates that we need at our shelter for transport of 

our animals. We also will have to provide carriers during a dis-

aster to the county emergency unit. Thanks to our Eagle Scout 

project!  

 

Have a safe holiday season. Thank you for the support of our 

shelter! 

Greetings from Friends of Ivins Animal 
Shelter 
Linda Elwell, Friends of Ivins Animal Shelter 

2015 was a fantastic year because of the support we received 

from our donors and volunteers. FIAS is extremely grateful to 

Ivins and Santa Clara for adopting the “No Kill” philosophy by 

ordinance. The “Save Rate” at the shelter will probably be one 

of the highest we have achieved.     

 

FIAS will celebrate our 10th anniversary during 

2016. There will be special adoption promo-

tions, surprise gifts for adoptive families, a 10th 

anniversary celebration in the spring and much 

more. FIAS is looking forward to celebrating this special year 

with everyone. Our “Wish for December” is Purina kitten 

chow, Friskies canned cat food and scoopable litter.   

 

In January, our anniversary celebration will be the low cost 

vaccination clinic on January 30, 2016.  FIAS will begin taking 

appointments on January 4, 2016.  Please use the contact phone 

number below to make an appointment. The clinic is by ap-

pointment only. We will have a couple of surprises and a draw-

ing at the end of the clinic for everyone who participated.  

There will also be a gift package for the first adoption on that 

day. 

 

If you have adopted a cat or dog from the Ivins Animal Shelter 

& Adoption Center, we would like to hear from you. Please 

email a short story and picture of your BFF. FIAS will include 

your story and picture in our memory book. Every animal that 

enters the shelter is special and we attempt to keep a record of 

each pet. Please use the contact information below. 

 

“Bring Joy to Your World” The December Adoption Promo-

tion sponsored by Best Friends and Friends of Ivins Animal 

Shelter will feature reduced adoptions fees of $15 for dogs and 

$5 for cats. We would like to have an empty shelter by Decem-

ber 23rd.  Please help us make that dream come true. 

 

As you are doing your holiday shopping, please remember to 

SMILE for FIAS. The AmazonSmile program is working well 

and each check we receive is a little larger. Thank you for your 

support. The code is included with our contact information. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  FIAS 435-673-1718 or  

lindafias@msn.com 

AmazonSmile:  http://smile.amazon.com/ch/20-5845937 

Friends of Ivins Animal Shelter Facebook or Petfinder.com 

 

 

INKAS - Ivins No-Kill Animal Supporters 
Sara Dupre, Secretary 
 

During the holidays our hearts go out to those 

less fortunate. What better gift can you give 

than to foster a cat from the Ivins Animal 

Shelter? Fostering provides an invaluable 

service to the shelter as there just aren’t 

enough people to help with fostering. Fostering gives the lonely 

cat a break from the shelter environment and allows its person-

ality to shine making it easier to be adopted. Fostering also 

teaches children the joy of helping an animal and the reward of 

giving back to their community. What better way to enjoy the 

spirit of the season than to foster a lonely, unwanted pet from 
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Ivins City Parks & Recreation 
Department 
Benny Sorensen, Parks & Recreation Director 

 

Miss Ivins Princess Pageant – We are prepar -

ing for the upcoming Miss Ivins Princess Pag-

eant. The pageant is planned to take place in the 

spring of 2016 and is open to any young women 

between the ages of 14-18 who live in 

Ivins. When the application is finalized we will 

post it on the Ivins City website (www.ivins.com) so that those 

young women who wish to participate can print it off and bring 

it to our opening meeting. The Ivins Princess Pageant is a won-

derful opportunity for young women to learn more about them-

selves and to better themselves. Contestants will participate in 

workshops to help be better prepared for this whole incredible 

experience. They will make friendships that will last a life-

time. If you have any questions, email Tonya Horlacher, Pag-

eant Director at tonya.nanapoo@gmail.com   

 

Zumba  

Register online at www.ivins.com - Parks and 

Recreation tab or at City Hall (55 N Main) 

Ditch the workout and join the party! It’s fun, its 

fitness, it’s Zumba! "The music and dance rou-

tines are fun, clean and positive in a comfortable 

atmosphere." 

 

Classes are held every Monday, Wednesday and Friday even-

ing from 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. (except holidays) at the UNITY 

Park recreation building (approx. 350 S and 300 W) 

 

Single Class - $4.00  

Punch Pass - $30.00 (10 classes) 

These classes are for every fitness level and any age. You can 

go at your own pace. If you have any questions or would like to 

be put on the reminder list, call or text Norma Garmendez at 

435-229-6935 or email her at hotchapis123.ng@gmail.com. 

 

Yoga 
Tuesday, 8:00 to 9:00 a.m. is Gentle Yoga  

Thursday, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. is Gentle Yoga  

Single class fee - $6.00; 4 classes - $23.00;  

8 classes - $40.00 Taught by Kim Nally 

Come join us and learn what yoga can do for you!  

You can now register online at www.ivins.com - click on 

Parks and Recreation tab at top.  

 

Ivins Soccer Association – 2016 Youth Soccer for 

all youth ages 3 1/2 to 16  

Online registration for the Spring 2016 season will 

open  January 1st, 2016 at www.ivinssoccer.com. 

In person registration can be done on the following days in Jan-

uary:  

Saturday, January 9th, 9:30a.m. - 11:30a.m.  

Tuesday, January 26th, 7:00p.m. - 9:00p.m. 

Saturday, January 30th, 9:30a.m. - 11:30a.m.  

the shelter? You may be surprised at what a wonderful experi-

ence it can be! All food, litter, litter pan, cat carriers and veteri-

nary expenses, if they arise, are made available by the shelter. 

Please open your heart and home to the forgotten pets in the 

Ivins Animal Shelter this holiday season. Call the Ivins Animal 

Shelter at: 435-628-1049 to learn how easy it is to become a 

foster parent.  

 

From INKAS (Ivins No Kill Animal Supporters) our biggest 

heart felt thank you for your continued support! And from all of 

our members and volunteers, a wish for a wonderful holiday 

season to you and yours.  

 

Pets of the Month 
 

Smiley is an Australian Shepherd mix about 3 years 

old and weighs about 40 pounds. He gets along 

well with dogs, cats, kids and strangers. Smiley has 

an old injury that was not treated and now has a 

problem with his hip. Unfortunately, there isn’t 

anything that can be done to correct the situation at 

this point. He does have arthritis and liquid glucosamine does 

help. Smiley really needs a loving family to understand his 

health problem so his adoption fee will be waived.   

 

Shiloh was 16 weeks old as of 7-15-15. Shiloh has a 

cute personality to match his cute face. He would 

make a great addition to your family, especially a 

family with children who love cats. Shiloh is waiting 

on YOU to rescue him so he can be your new BFF. 

Shiloh’s adoption fee during December is only $5. Please give 

him his forever home for the holidays. 

 

Where to Meet the Pets:                                                                                                                                                                                        

Ivins Animal Shelter and Adoption Center 

474 North 200 West, Ivins  

435-628-1049      

                                                                                                                             

Hours:  
Monday & Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.                     

Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

 
 
 

 

                      Visit us at www.ivins.com  

 

                         * View Public Notices and Meeting Agendas 

                            *Pay Your Utility Bill Online 

                             * Register for Recreation Activities 

                            *Download Forms 

                                   *Find Out About Upcoming Events, Activities  

                            and More! 

mailto:tonya.nanapoo@gmail.com
mailto:hotchapis123.ng@gmail.com
http://www.ivinssoccer.com/
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Streetlight Not Working?? 
 

To report a streetlight outage please contact the Public Works 

department at 435-634-0689 or go to www.ivins.com and click 

on Report a Streetlight Out (on the home page). We will report 

it to Rocky Mountain Power.  

For Suntran information go to 

www.ivins.com and click on the 

logo at the top right.  

Registration will be held in the Recreation Building (behind the 

tennis courts) at UNITY Park. We will have SAMPLE UNI-

FORM SIZES available at each in person registration.   

 

Late Registration will be available ONLINE from February 

1st - 13th and is an ADDITIONAL $10 PER PLAYER so make 

sure to register early to avoid late fees.   

 

Public Star Party  

Location: UNITY Park, Ivins 

When: Saturday, January 16th 

Time: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

The St. George Astronomy Group and 

Ivins City will host a free public star party! The star party will 

be held on the south side of UNITY Park on 400 South on the 

lawn midway between 200 West and 400 West. Parking is 

available on 400 South and in the parking lot one block to the 

east.  

 

All are invited to view the sky through a variety of telescopes 

and to learn the constellations. Telescopes will be pointed to the 

crescent moon, double stars, the great Orion Nebula and distant 

galaxies. If visible, we will be looking at Comet Catalina. An 

astronomer will use a laser to point out bright stars and major 

constellations.  

 

Clouds will cancel the event. 

 

UNITY Park Recreation building available for use by the 

public 
The recreation building at UNITY Park is very heavily used 

with City sponsored programs, but there are times available 

when the building could be rented for other activities. 

The building has approximately 1500 square feet of space that 

can be used for meetings, family parties or other activities. The 

building includes a small warming kitchen (with oven, refriger-

ator, sink and counter space), five folding tables, twenty-five 

folding chairs and restrooms. Call for available dates and pric-

ing. 

 

Ever thought about teaching a class? 

If you have a talent or skill that you would like to teach to oth-

ers or just an Idea for a class you would like to teach, please 

contact the Parks & Recreation Department at 435-634-0689 

and we will see if we can help make it happen! Who knows? 

You may have a talent or skill that others would like to learn. 

 

Sand Hollow Aquatic Center 

Ivins City has an inter-local agreement 

with the City of St. George that allows 

Ivins residents to use the Sand Hollow 

Aquatic Center for the resident rate. This is 

a great facility that offers year round water 

fun and fitness. There is a leisure pool for fun and a lap pool for 

fitness. They offer swimming lessons and a variety of special 

events throughout the year. Sand Hollow Aquatic Center is a 

wonderful facility and we encourage you to take advantage of 

the opportunity to use it! 1144 Lava Flow Drive, St. George - 

634-5938 

New Ivins CERT Members  
Organize 

 

A newly formed volunteer Community Emergency Response 

Team (CERT) wishes to share that they are organizing teams in 

Ivins and looking for others to join them. 

 

What can CERT members do for YOU? In the event of a 

community disaster our CERT volunteers help their neighbors 

when professional responders are not immediately available. 

They also supplement and support the efforts of professional 

Responders upon their arrival. At other times CERT members 

may also support emergency response agencies by organizing 

and participating in local preparedness projects.  

 

How does the CERT program educate participants? By 

training them on how to prepare for hazards that may impact 

their communities and in basic disaster response skills, such as 

fire safety, search and rescue, team organization and disaster 

medical operations. 

 

As we organize our Ivins CERT we are  seeking others in the 

community who may already have been trained and ask them to 

consider renewing their commitment by joining with us as we 

go forward.  

 

We are planning refresher training, classes for others who would 

like to become new team members and classes to  "trainer the 

trainers". Next beginner classes will begin shortly after the holi-

days, so watch for announcements.  

 

Those of us who just finished our initial training certainly can 

say "It was fun to work with neighbors, make new friends, and 

learn valuable skills". 

 
To find out more please contact our interim leader, Doug Burns 

at (435) 729-0014. Or call or text our membership chair, Karen 

Sewell at (435) 773-5049. 



RESTAURANT 

COME BY TODAY! 

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS 

 

 

 

Tuesday, January 12, 2016 

Neighborhood 1: 200 East to the East 
boundary 

Wednesday, January 13, 2016 

Neighborhood 2: 200 East to 400 West 

Thursday, January 14, 2016 

Neighborhood 3:  400 West to the West  

boundary 

All meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. and are 

held at the Ivins City Hall at 55 N. Main 


