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Promoting and Supporting the Arts in Ivins 
Chris Hart, Mayor 

 

Ivins has from the beginning been a natural place to develop an arts community. I imagine artists 

were painting our red cliffs since before we were a township. The resplendent beauty of our sur-

roundings continues to draws people here just to soak it in and snap a few pictures, and it's still 

not uncommon to see painters parked at the side of the road with their easels upright and palettes 

& brushes in hand. 

 

Most of the development in that direction however has taken place over the last twen-

ty years beginning with the Tuacahn Center for the Performing Arts and its accompa-

nying performing arts focused charter High School. Tuacahn Amphitheater draws over a quarter 

million visitors each year into our midst to enjoy its concert series and Broadway in the Desert 

musical theater performances. Tuacahn High School for the Performing Arts has become so pop-

ular that it can't accept all the would be students that apply despite its efforts to expand. It has 

established itself as perhaps the premier performing arts focused High School in the State and 

ranks very high academically as well. 

 

More recently VISTA charter school located here originally as an arts and technology focused 

elementary school but quickly grew adding a middle school student body within three years of 

its opening. It too has become an acclaimed educational center drawing students from all over 

the area. 

 

The art village in Coyote Gulch in Kayenta has also developed within that time frame bringing 

additional thousands of visitors to our community annually to shop in its galleries and 

enjoy its several events with its Kayenta Arts Festival having grown into one of the 

most popular in the region. Prominent artists including sculptor Edward Hlavka who is 

currently sculpting the Snow Canyon roundabout centerpiece and the eagle monument 

soon to be placed on the new Southern Utah Veterans Home campus, Lyman Whitaker 

whose wind sculptures are shipped worldwide, and photographer Charles Wood who travels the 

world to obtain the astonishing images that he features in his Earth & Light Gallery all have stu-

dios there. Many other artists and would be artists work or practice there as well. 

 

About three years ago a group of Kayenta residents banded together to establish the Kayenta 

Arts Foundation. This 501 (c) (3) nonprofit has as its mission to support the arts in Kayenta and 

within the City of Ivins. They have taken on the enormous task of raising the funds to build the 

new Kayenta Center for the Arts currently under construction. And now they’ve added to their 

plate the task of creating a National Endowment for the Art “Our Town Grant Partnership” with 

Ivins City and hopefully many other local partners. 
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April Agenda Items 
Dale Coulam, City Manager/Attorney 
 

The following are some of the topics that may be discussed at 

the April Planning Commission and City Council meetings. 

This is not a complete list and the complete agendas will be 

posted on the website www.ivins.com 5 to 7 days prior to the 

meetings.  Agendas may be amended up to 24 hours prior to a 

meeting.  Check the website the day before the scheduled meet-

ing for the final agenda items to be discussed. If you have ques-

tions regarding any of the agenda items please call or e-mail 

Kevin Rudd at 435-634-9753 or krudd@ivins.com for Planning 

Commission questions and Kari Jimenez at 435-628-0606 or 

kjimenez@ivins.com for City Council questions. 

 

Planning Commission April 1, 2014 

 Continued discussion on Chapter 18 (Multi-Family 

Residential Requirements) and Chapter 19 

(Commercial Site Plan & Building Design Require-

ments) 

Planning Commission April 15, 2014 

 Possible Public Hearing on proposed amendments to 

Chapter 18 (Multi-Family Residential Requirements) 

and Chapter 19 (Commercial Site Plan & Building 

Design Requirements) 

Planning Commission April 29, 2014 

 Nothing currently scheduled 

City Council April 3, 2014 

 Discussion regarding proposed amendments to the 

Sensitive Lands Ordinance 

 Presentation of Tentative Budgets for FYE 2014 and 

FYE 2015 

City Council Meeting April 17, 2014 

 Possible Public Hearing and discussion to consider 

approval of proposed amendments to the Sensitive 

Lands ordinance 

Fire Hydrants 
Randy Hancey Fire Chief 

What are the blue markers on the road for? 

If you’ve ever noticed the blue markers on city streets and won-

dered what they are for, well here’s your answer! The blue 

markers are a reflective material to readily identify the location 

of fire hydrants. This makes it easier for responding firefighters 

to find hydrants, especially at night. Most areas in the city have 

these markers.  

Reminder: Keep Hydrants Clear!  

Fire hydrants are to be visible from the street. This means there 

is no parking allowed within 15 feet of a hydrant. Also, if there 

is a hydrant located on your property, please make sure it is 

accessible. A 3 foot clearance is required around all hydrants. If 

there is vegetation that needs to trimmed or other plants en-

croaching on the clearance, it needs to be removed. Don’t place 

objects such as yard ornaments or landscape boulders in front 

of hydrants. Please consider this when landscaping or building 

fences or walls around hydrants.  

If you are not able to clear obstructions, or if it appears your 

hydrant is damaged or otherwise needs attention, please call 

Ivins City at 435-628-0606 or 435-652-5503. 

On January 16, the City Council authorized such a partnership 

with Kayenta Arts Foundation (KAF) for the purpose of pre-

paring a grant application for a National Endowment for the 

Arts (NEA) Our Town grant.  Through the Our Town grant 

program, NEA provides funds to communities each year for 

enhancing and improving the livability of the community 

through the arts. Grants range from $25,000 to $200,000.   

 

To be considered for funding, the application must be submit-

ted by two primary partners: a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organiza-

tion and a local government entity. Ivins City’s partnership 

with KAF will meet this criterion. KAF has agreed to take the 

lead in preparing the application and managing the grant if it is 

awarded. In reviewing an application, NEA looks to the sup-

port the application has from other partners, such as arts and 

charitable organizations, educational institutions, local busi-

nesses, other government organizations, and the public. Sup-

port can be in-kind donations such as design work, construc-

tion, materials, and artworks as well as contributions towards 

the required matching funds.   

 

KAF has proposed a preliminary concept of creating an arts 

corridor along the 5 mile route between Tuacahn Center for the 

Arts and the new Kayenta Center for the Arts. This route pass-

es Red Mountain Resort and Spa, the VISTA school, and 

through the Kayenta Art Village. Under this concept, the appli-

cation would propose enhancing public spaces along the corri-

dor with signage, art, and landscaping. It also would include 

public spaces, such as City Park and Unity Park, that could 

become a part of the corridor concept.   

 

Final applications are not due until January, 2015, but by start-

ing now, we hope to gather your ideas and identify and begin 

to work with additional partners; each of which will strengthen 

the application and improve our chances for funding. We held 

a first informational meeting on February 27 and are planning 

more meetings throughout the community during March and 

April.    

 

Both the City and KAF are seeking input from residents, busi-

nesses, and the artists within the community. This is an excit-

ing opportunity for us that fits perfectly within Ivins’ General 

Plan. A well thought out proposal could lead to a Master Plan 

for public art in our community and help establish Ivins City as 

the arts center for southern Utah. We look forward to your par-

ticipation both in this project and in supporting the arts gener-

ally within our community. It is an important part of who we 

and who we hope to become as a community. 

http://www.ivins.com
mailto:krudd@ivins.com
mailto:kjimenez@ivins.com
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Red Mountain Elementary 
Amy Mitchell, Principal 
 
I was reading an educational magazine re-

cently that featured a school in Virginia 

receiving accolades for using technology. 

The list of technology that had been inte-

grated into the school’s academic programs 

included: 

 Electronic whiteboards (SMARTboards) 

 LCD projector and laptop 

 Document cameras 

 Digital cameras 

 iPads for math, language arts, social studies, science, film-

ing, etc) 

 Skyping ability 

 Other specific programs to help with reading as well as 

other areas of the curriculum 

 

I was so pleased to note that at Red Mountain Elementary we 

are able to say that we incorporate each of the above technolo-

gies into our learning as well as a few others. Students in some 

classes also generate and use QR codes to create and explore 

learning sites. Many students at our school practice reading 

fluently by reading a story into their iPad as it calculates how 

many words per minute a student can read. As the principal, it 

is a treat to visit a classroom and see students creating historical 

reports on their devices by using video clips, maps, and stories 

complied into a short movie or power point.  

 

In addition to technology, we have been very fortunate to have 

an extremely talented art teacher at our school this year. Kelly 

McDonald takes the students on fascinating journeys of world 

history and geography through art. We have also enjoyed our 

science lab complete with tables inside and outdoors for some 

of our messier experiments. I am proud of the well-rounded 

education our students are receiving and as always we welcome 

any feedback from the Ivins community on how we could im-

prove.  

Upcoming Dumpster Dates 
 

This month’s dumpster dates will be held on: 
 

Saturday, April 5th and 19th 
Dumpsters are located next to the Public Works Yard behind 

the City Cemetery. They are available on a first come first serve 

basis beginning at 8:00 a.m. and close that same day once full.   

Upcoming Construction  
Projects 
David Glenn, Public Works Director 
 

 400 West Water Line – this project includes the upsizing of 

the existing 6” water line to a 12” water line. Also included in 

this project is the repaving of 400 West between 400 South 

and Highway 91, and realigning 400 West at the intersection 

of Highway 91. Construction should begin in late April. 

 Center Street Widening – this project has been planned and 

talked about for some time and is finally nearing the con-

struction phase. The project includes widening Center Street 

and installing a path between 200 East and the Vista school.  

With Federal dollars involved, time consuming studies were 

required to be completed before the project could move for-

ward. Construction of this project should begin this summer. 

Time to Inspect Your  
Irrigation System 
David Glenn, Public Works Director 
 

With the outdoor watering season starting, now is a good time 

to check your irrigation system for problems. Several problems 

with systems can occur during the off-season, including broken 

or damaged pipes, sprinkler heads, or backflow devices. Since 

most irrigation systems are programmed to operate in the mid-

dle of the night or early morning hours when most people are 

still asleep, broken pipes or sprinkler heads may not be realized.  

The result is unnecessary water waste and higher water bills.  

Check for problems during the daytime by manually turning on 

your system and make repairs before programming the system 

to automatically operate at night. Adjust the sprinkler heads to 

water your lawns, not the sidewalks or streets. If you are unfa-

miliar with your system, call an irrigation system repair compa-

ny to inspect the system.  Always remember to turn off your 

system when there has been sufficient rainfall. The Washington 

County Water Conservancy District offers free water checks 

between May 15th and September 30th that will identify the best 

watering schedule to fit your needs based on soil type and land-

scaping. To schedule a free water check, call (435) 673-3617.  

For more information and conservation tips, visit http://

wcwcd.state.ut.us. 

Get to Know Your Neighbor 
Program 
Captain Rich Rodgers, Santa Clara 

Ivins Police Department 

During investigations of recent home burglaries, we discovered 

that many of our residents do not know their neighbors, do not 

record valuable items or serial numbers, and may even ignore 

their alarm systems. One of the greatest deterrents of burglaries, 

we believe, is a “good neighbor”. The Santa Clara Ivins Police 

Department has a new program if your neighborhood is inter-

ested in creating a “Know your Neighbor” effort.  

The Santa Clara Ivins Police Department is holding a “Get to 

know your Neighbor” presentation at the Santa Clara City town 

hall at 7:00 p.m. on April 7, 2014. This presentation is open to 

the public.  
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The Pet Corner 
 

Greetings from the Ivins Animal Shelter 
Aggie Smith, Ivins Animal Shelter 

Spring in now fully upon us! This time of year we receive lots 

of calls about migrating bats, baby bunnies, baby birds and of 

course kittens! It is always best to have minimal human interac-

tion although sometime it is necessary. I will try and help with a 

few suggestions on how to approach each circumstance. 

1. Bats  migrating back to this area might lite in your doorways 

and just hang there for a few days resting. Bats 

will not attack people or animals unless pro-

voked. It is best to leave them alone. They will 

leave after a few days. Bats are the number 

one carrier of Rabies, so please do not attempt to pick them 

up. Contact animal control if you have any questions 

2. Baby bunnies can survive on their own if they have fur like 

an adult. If anything, move them to an area with good ground 

cover away from any cats. At this point they can forage for 

food on their own. 

3. Stray cats sometimes have their kittens in the most unlikely 

places. It is best that you leave the kittens alone. Only if the 

kittens are in danger from a dog or the elements 

should you remove them. Just because you do not 

see the mother does not mean she is not around. 

Contact us if you don’t see the mother in the area for several 

hours and we can offer some suggestions. 

4. Baby birds are always falling out of their nest. It is a myth 

that you cannot touch them. The parents will still take care of 

and feed them while they are on the ground. You can also put 

them in an old shallow basket tied to a tree to protect from 

being on the ground.  

 

We will be participating in the Pet Smart Super Adoption on 

April 25 and 26 to be held at St George Park on Bluff Street. 

Hope to see you there! 
 

Ivins and Santa Clara have combined Animal Control services. 

We look forward to serving both cities and continuing the great 

work we do for animals in our areas. Of course, with the in-

creased area, the need for volunteers and foster homes have 

increased for dogs and cats. If you can help, please contact Ag-

gie at the Ivins Shelter at 435- 628-1049. 

 

Greetings from Friends of Ivins Animal 
Shelter 
Linda Elwell, Friends of Ivins Animal Shelter 
 
We would like to thank the mayors and city councils of Ivins 

and Santa Clara for approving the merger of the Ivins and Santa 

Clara Animal Control Services. FIAS is looking forward to 

working with both cities to accomplish our goal of a 95% save 

rate. The Ivins Animal Shelter & Adoption Center will house 

the animals until they are adopted. The Santa Clara Animal 

Shelter will be the quarantine shelter.   

As we begin to prepare for spring, our “Wish for the 

Month” is Purina Kitten Chow, Friskies canned cat 

food and scoopable litter. The “Wish for the Month” 

has been a successful program for the Ivins Animal 

Shelter & Adoption Center and we hope the Santa Clara resi-

dents will support this program also. Donations may be 

dropped off at the Ivins Shelter Monday-Saturday between the 

hours of 8:30 AM and 3:00 PM. Your support of this program 

is greatly appreciated. 

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, June 11th. FIAS is plan-

ning an exciting adoption event and car show to be held in San-

ta Clara to benefit the homeless pets. Nevada Rides has select-

ed FIAS to be their charity in Washington County this year. 

More information will follow in the May newsletter along with 

flyers and posters. 

For your pet’s safety, please make sure they have a collar on 

with an identification tag, they are current on vac-

cinations, and you have a good picture available. If a 

pet is lost, a flyer with information and picture can 

be posted on the FIAS Facebook page immediately. 

We had an incident recently of 2 lost dogs without 

tags. Shortly after posting a flyer on the FIAS Facebook page 

there were over 3,000 views. This story had a happy ending 

with the family being reunited. Contact Information:  linda-

fias@msn.com or 435-673-1718. 

INKAS (Ivins No-Kill Animal Supporters) 
Connie Butterfield, President 
 

INKAS’ Yard Sale 

Friday May 2 & Saturday May 3, 8:00 am to 

1:00 pm 

Location:  359 S. Puerto Drive, Ivins.  Near the corner of Puer-

to Drive and 400 South. 

To donate items, or for more information about the sale, call 

me at 628-1882, or contact us at inkas4pets@gmail.com.  This 

sale is for the benefit of the homeless animal population of 

Ivins and Santa Clara.  Donors have been very generous and we 

have many gently used items in all categories.  Household 

items -- clothing -- books -- small appliances -- yard tools -- 

Great Utah Shakeout 
Jon Ward, EMS Director 

To help prepare its citizens, the State of Utah and the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will conduct a joint 

exercise simulation of a 7.8 magnitude earthquake on April 17, 

2014, at 10:15 a.m.  For more information visit the Great Utah 

ShakeOut website at www.shakeout.org/utah. This is a great 

opportunity to review your personal and family preparedness 

plans. To view an illustration and explanation of the steps you 

should take in the event of an earthquake visit our website at 

www.ivins.com under “Preparedness”. 

http://www.shakeout.org/utah
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Streetlight Not Working?? 
 

To report a streetlight outage please contact the 

Public Works department at 435-634-0689 or go to 

www.ivins.com and click on Report a Streetlight 

Out (on the home page). We will report it to 

Rocky Mountain Power.  

American Legion 
 

American Legion Post 711, Ivins, Utah is looking for 

Veterans desiring to serve here in our area.  

Meeting Time: 7:00 p.m. on the last Thursday of each month.  

Place: Southern Utah Veterans Home, 150 N 200 E, Ivins UT. 

For information call: Steve Roberts, 435-668-2561, Ken 

Sizemore 435-680-4610, or Maynard Sorensen, 435-674-2544. 

Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection Day 
Washington County Landfill 

Event:             HHW Collection Day  

Cost:  Free (Washington County Residents) 

Date:  May 24, 2014     

Time:  8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Location:  Washington County Landfill                            

                   325 N Landfill Rd, Washington City 

WCSW encourages residents to take advantage of this oppor-

tunity to remove this material conveniently from their homes. 

Residents may bring in their hazardous material to the Landfill 

to be disposed of properly or recycled. This is free of charge for 

any resident of Washington County.  If a commercial business 

is interested in participating, please contact Neil at (435) 673-

2813. 

Items Accepted

 
For more information, please visit our website at 

www.wcsw.org or call (435) 673-2813. 

Aerosol Cans Medical Waste Pesticides 

Car Batteries Oil Propane 

Fluorescent 

Light Bulbs 

Paint Rechargeable  

Batteries 

Fuel Paint Thinners  

Herbicides Paint Supplies 

(Other) 
  

decorative items -- and much more.  We’re looking forward to 

seeing you! 

 

Woof! University - “Fit’n Fun Fridays 

In addition to sponsoring the trial Obedience Training Program 

at the Ivins Shelter, INKAS has provided the first scholarship 

to Woof! University to Riley, a dog currently residing at the 

Ivins Shelter.  Riley has attended three of the ten “Fit’n Fun 

Fridays” sessions awarded.  Riley wears his “Adopt Me” vest 

when he attends, and is gaining confidence and settling down.  

He’s well on his way to being a good and happy canine citizen. 

 

The Woof! Center for Active Pets is located in the Dixie Sunset 

Plaza in St. George. 

 

Chalk Art Festival - Kayenta, April 26-27 

INKAS will have a booth at the wonderful Chalk Art Festival.  

Stop by to say “hello”, and to shop for the benefit of the ani-

mals.  We now have great INKAS baseball caps available, and 

we also have many lovely items that are “Handmade in Ivins, 

Utah” by our loyal supporters. 

 

INKAS is a 501(c)3 organization, a Registered Utah Charity, 

and a member of the Utah Nonprofits Association.  All dona-

tions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by IRS regula-

tions.  Our mailing address is P.O. Box 242, Santa Clara, UT  

84765.  Or you can visit  us  at Facebook inkas 4 pets, or  our 

website at inkas4pets.org. 

 

Pets of the Month 
 

Pet Name:  Ginger  

About the Pet: Ginger  is descr ibed as a sweet 

girl by shelter staff.  She is smiling in her picture 

and that reflects her personality. Ginger is about 3 

years old. She would make a great addition to a family because 

she loves to walk, play and just be loved. For more information 

about Ginger or to make arrangements to meet her call Aggie at 

435-628-1049 or Friends of Ivins Animal Shelter at 435-673-

1718.  

 

Pet Name:  Tilly 

About the Pet: Miss Tilly is under  a year  old. Just 

look at her face and you will fall in love with her. 

Shelter staff describes her as a very sweet kitty. If 

you are looking for a very special cat for your family 

Tilly is the cat for you. She would really like to find her forever 

home. For more information about Tilly or to make arrange-

ments to meet her call Aggie at 435-628-1049 or Friends of 

Ivins Animal Shelter at 435-673-1718.  

 

Pet Adoption Fee: The adoption fee at the Ivins Animal Shelter 

and Adoption Center is $50 for dogs and $25 for cats. However, 

special reduced fees are featured throughout the year. Please 

call the shelter for more information. 

 

Where to Meet these Pets: 

Ivins Animal Shelter and Adoption Center 

474 North 200 West, Ivins 
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USPTA “Tennis Across America” 

As a part of the 25th annual United States 

Professional Tennis Association “Tennis 

Across America” program, free tennis clinics are being provid-

ed in May this year in Ivins. Separate sessions will be held for 

adults and for children (ages 11 to 14 and ages 15 to 18) at 

UNITY Park Tennis Courts. 

 

Dates: May 5–9 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. for Children ages 11 

to 14 and ages 15 to 18  

May 10 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. for adults. 

 

Anyone interested signing up for the free tennis clinic program 

or just needing more information can contact the tennis pro for 

more information. 

Space is limited so sign-up early by calling the tennis pro at 

(435) 674-3180. The deadline to reserve your spot is April 30. 

 

Yoga  
Tuesday 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. is Gentle Yoga  

Thursday 5:45 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. is Power Flow Yoga  

Location: UNITY Park Recreation Room 

Single class fee - $6.00; 4 classes - $23.00;  

8 classes - $40.00  

Taught by Kim Nally  

 

Zumba 

Mondays and Wednesdays 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. (except holidays) 

Location: UNITY Park Recreation Room 

Single class fee - $3.00 

10 Class Punch Pass - $20.00 

Children are welcome - Coloring pages and a basket of toys 

will be available.  

 

Easter Egg Hunt and Pancake Breakfast 
Saturday, April 19 at UNITY Park 

The Pancake Breakfast, sponsored by the 

Ivins City Volunteer Firefighters Associa-

tion, will begin at 7:30 a.m.. Proceeds help 

the Ivins City Volunteer Firefighters Association to purchase 

needed equipment. Cost: $3.00 per person and $15.00 for a 

family of up to 6. 

 
The Easter Egg Hunt will start at 9:00 a.m. on the large base-

ball/soccer field. All participants must provide their own Easter 

basket. 

 

The divisions for this year will be: 

Division 1: 4 years old and under 

Children in Division 1 must have the ability to walk and pick 

up eggs without assistance from parents; however, one parent 

may be in the hunting area with their child to give guidance and 

direction. 

 

Division 2: Ages 5, 6, 7 and 8 

Division 3: Ages 9, 10, 11 and 12   

No parents will be allowed to help in Divisions 2 and 3! 

 

 

Ivins City Parks & Recreation 
Department 
Benny Sorensen, Parks & Recreation Director 
 

It seems like a small thing, but it really could have created a 

dangerous situation for swing users. Recently the parks staff 

installed safety/fall mats under the swings at Ivins City Park to 

help make sure that there is always a safe surface under the 

swings in case someone falls out of a swing. This 

past week someone decided that they needed to 

remove one of the mats. Keep in mind that the mats 

weigh about 100 lbs. and are buried under a foot of 

playground wood chips. This took quite a lot of effort to ac-

complish, so it was done on purpose, although I cannot even 

guess what reasoning they were using to justify this action. As 

far as we know, no one was injured because of the mat not be-

ing in place. With the mat not in place and just laying out on the 

wood chips we could have had someone injured, thankfully, we 

didn’t. 

 

Please help us keep this type of vandalism from happening, by 

reporting behavior that is destructive to Dispatch at 435-634-

5730.  

 

Baseball Registration Extended 

It's time for 2014 Recreation Baseball Registration! 

We will be offering coed T-ball (age 5&6) and 

Rookie (coaches pitch age 7&8) leagues again this 

year. Age for each division is determined by what 

the child’s age will be on July 1st. For example: If 

your child turns 5 before July 1st they are old enough to play T-

ball. If your child turns 7 before July 1st, they play Rookie. 

When: Began March 1 - Ending April 18, 2014 

Where: The Ivins City Offices - 55 North Main 

Times: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday 

Fee: $20.00 

Register Online at www.ivins.com 

 

Tennis Lessons 

Spring Session #2 - Classes begin on Saturday, May 10 and 

end on June 14 (no class on May 24) 

12 to 16 years old - Intermediate     8:00 to 8:50 a.m. 

12 to 16 years old – Beginner 9:00 to 9:50 a.m. 

6 to 11 years old – Beginner 10:00 to 10:50 a.m. 

 

Classes are taught on the tennis courts at UNITY 

Park (400 S 300 W) by Dylan Christensen. Fees 

for classes are $35 per participant for a five 

week session, class size is limited to eight stu-

dents, and you must register prior to attending the class at the 

Ivins City Offices (55 N. Main) or online at Ivins.com. 

 

Please bring a tennis racquet if you have one; if you don’t, one 

will be provided for you. If you have any questions please call 

Ivins City Parks & Recreation at 634-0869 or e-mail Mr. Chris-

tensen at dylanrc@msn.com. 

 

mailto:dylanrc@msn.com

